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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 


geſſes of the-Commors Houle 0 Parliament now aſſcmblet. 


Honourable Sirs, 

ya Heſe poor conceptions bad Fe ſerved your command in the © 
W Preſſe, ar formerly in the Prulpit, bad nos the Fgyptian 2 

Midwives refuſed to do their office, Tour own hand at © \ | 

length was pleaſed to give them deliverance» or elſe they bad | 

not ſeen tbe light as this time , wich I bumbly befor zre they 


. may enjoy under your prote@ion, >. 
They come forth now at length in a good day,te ſee much EE: 
oh hs ble ſſed work bappily accomplifhs, for whicb they were ſuch tarneſt aud c 
mble_ ſnitcr5#0 your picty ; ſo that now they bumbly preſent themſebner to your = 5 


view, n0t ſo much by way of Remembrance, « ef Gratulation. God, 7» you, . 
bath graciouſly begun.to make geod .tbat Evangelicall promiſe, Zech, 12, $,. Ft 
Is defending tbis bx Englith Jeruſalem i He hath made him that was weale i þ 
Ensang you as David: [yow bave conquered the Lion, and tbe Bear ; aud ſbell - = 
 tbatuncircumciſed Philiftim Ghar nEmMerous Beaſt)vbo batb nat — 30 bla 
beme and ſcatter the Armies of the livigg:God, become like\ane- of theſy 
beld, be lyes grovelling at your feets there wants _—_ the curtihg 
off. kis — which yaueway: do with bit own. Sword.” rh fears ond aiſrou- 
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' amnot aman of Blood) though the Papiſts live, yet Popery may be prt to 
death ; if ehe ſcandalous be pared as men, they may be cut off as minitters, 
or rather, the ſhame and reproach of the Mini'try. 

Gard therefore your Sword upon your thigh, ye mighty of God, with 
your glory and honour, and-in your honour ride proſperouſly, ard lec 
your righr hand teach you terrible things ; Let your Arrows (tbe Arrows 
of Fuſtice ) be ſharp in the hearts of the Kings enemies, the enemies of your 

glorious King in Heaven , the enemies of your gracious King on earth ; who 
conſpire nothing elfe but tbeuntbroning of both, ae 


The work you are now about, 15 the renewing and eſtablifhing the King- ; 


dome rpor tbe Lord Chriſt, and his Annointed : wherein bat you bave done 


already, (though mucb exceeding, not only our bope, but our wonder, ) look upon 


, 


T b:ſeech you, not a4 your m:1ir, but Heavens mercy, Conſider bow much Godb 


batb bonour'd you, mare than you bave honour'd God : for ſurely God bath em- 


 ployed you in one of the cboiſeſt and moſt glorious pieces of ſervice that ever he ac« 


compliſht by the ſons of men , far the enlargement an advancement of bis poore 
Church, ſince ber Creation by Himſelf, or ReJemprion by his So'1. Qb lay 


this a4 an engagement upon your ſouls , to go thorow- ſtitch with the work of God ; 


for which de you pwrifi and purge your ſelves, Tbeſeech you ;' that as the work 

3 holy, ſo you may be holy too, that in future Ages this may be call 'd, tbe happy 
Parliamenr, tbe holy Parliament, tbe Parliament of God ; and you, The Re= 
payrers of the breaches, TheReſtorers of the defolate places to dwell in, 
The Reformers of the Reformation. | : 

; Ton arenow with Zerubbabel, building tbe Temple of God, a worke that 
once was Davids defire, but net by happineſle; yet David loft notbing by that 
deſire; David would bave bu;lt an Houſe for God , God did build an bouſe 

* for David, Ay prayer for you, our Goſpel-Zerubbabels, ſhalt be, that as it is 
( 1 know ) your boly ambition, ſo it may be your glory to build a Temple for 
Jeſus Chriſt ; andzbat as your hands have layd the foundation , ſo your 
ands may alſo finiſh it; that you maay bring forth rhe head Cornerſtone 
thereof with ſhouting , and «ll the Churcbes of the Saints with us may cry, 
Grace, graceunto it, | 
And while you are building Gods Houſe above, the Lord build your 
Houſes at home ; be an Husband to your Wives, a Father to your Children, 
a Miſter to your Servants, a God to your Families and eftates; that when 
you return in peace, you may finde, There's nothing loſt in ſerving God. 


Soprayes 
Your Hononrs moſt humbly deyored in 
all Chriſtian ſervice, | 
Tho, Eaſe, 
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Fzek. 20. 25. 


Wherefore I gave them alſo Statntes that were not good, 
and Indgements whereby they ſhanld not live, wo 


e Heref re I gave them, &:, And wherefore did hs 
up anddowa in the former part of this Chaprer 


. God; whereof the verſe e my Textis an 
Epitome, wherein the (therefore) is drawn upto four heads. | 

Firſt, They executed not my judgements, Secondly, They de» 
ſbiſed my Statutes, Thirdly, They polluted my Sabbatbs, Fourthly, 
Their eyes went after their fathers Idols, And becauſe they had 
done this wberefore, or therefore, T gave them Statutes that were 
not good, and Judgements whereby they ſhould nor live. 


- | For the opening of the words 1 fhall briefly ſacisfie rheſe .- - 


three Queries, - | VETT 

_ t#bat theſe Statutes and Fudgements were," and when 
made ? | 

Secondly, How God ean be faid to give them ? 

And Thirdly, Why be gavetbem? _. 

For the firſt, By evill Sratwtes, and deftreying judgements, is 
not meant the Ceremonial Law, as forme abſurdly dream : The 
Ceremoniall Law. being (for the time it was) borh good, and 


profitable, as leading unto Cbriſt, who was the Fountain of good- 
neffe and life. But by evil Seatutes, &c, are meant all rhoſe Gq 3-24 


wicked and curſed decrees and Statutes, whereby rhis people was 
E7Þ A3 . - _ inſuarcd 


ſo? Therberefore to this wherefore yes ſcatrered | | : 


which diſcourſerh at large, what God bad done 
\ fortb1 people and what this people bad done againſt . 


6 The firſt Sermon. 


—— 


x King. 12. jnſaared to propbaneneſſe and Idolatry ; and rhat not confined ro 
26. to the gne period and diſtin&ion of time, but in the ſeverall and ſuc- 
end, g . : : 
ceſfive Reigns of prophane and Idolatrous Kings and Princes ; 

As namely, Tie Idelatrous decrees that Tcrobeams made, &c, The 

golden Calves that he ſet up, and the Conftitutions aud Canons he 
ordained abouttheir Service and worſhip (as he conceived) for 

the ſecuring, but in truth, to the andermining of his Throne, and 

the ruine ot his Kingdom, Asin the Text, Judgements whereby 

tbey ſhould not live. That Heathenifh {golatry and parricide that 

a2 Kings * Achaz firſt (it ſeems) enaGed, and then aGed, cauſing bis Sore 
16. 3,4 #9 paſe through -fire, &&:, And after him his wicked Grandchilde 
s : Kings b Aznaſſes, and aiter him his wicked Son © Ammon; by whoſe 
he. exarnples, encouragements, and commands, their Subjects wers 


he 7. 
Var 19 ſeducedro the committing of the ſame impieties ; 4 2{mmaſſeh ſee 


20. duced them 20 do more evill, then did the Nations whom the Lord de= - 


4 Verſe 9. froyed before the children of Tfracl. *They ſinned, and wade Fudab 
; 1 _ * tolin, fotharthey alſo cauſed their Sons aud Daughters to paſſe 
2 Kane od. through the fire, And this wicked Statmie and deftroymg judgement 
' #7, * is, by a famous Syrecbdecbe in the Verſe after my Text, ſer for all 
the reſt (as well ic might for the notoriouſacfle of it,) Tpolinted 
them in their own gifts, in that they canſed to paſſe through the fire, 
all that «pened the womb. | | 
Whereby ir is evid-ne that this, withthe reſt of the ſame 
pedigree, were the evil! Statutes, and kiling judgements which 
God gave them. | 
£uere 3, - Burrhen fecondly, How could that be ? For hew could the 
good Ged be ſaid to give them Statutes that were nat good'? 'Fhe 
living God thar giveth life, be faid to give rudgements, whereby 
the Creature ſhould #0: live ? | 
Anſwer, For anſwer hereumio, God may be faid to give Starutes, 
properly to rmproperly. | 
Properly, Ang in a f6ri& ſexſr, God can be faid to give no 
Laws, but thoſe which he himlclf makes and commands, and fo 
Verſe 11, God is faid to give the Ter: Commandments by Moſes, So here in 
_ this Chapter, God fayes, Igeve them my Statutes, and I gave theme 
my Sabbatbs, &c. And this was propertyof Gods giving. Inzpron 
perly,God may be ſaid tegiverfuchStarutes as he ſuffers #obe given, 
and thus be did, | Firſt, 
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The firſt Sermon. 


Firſt, By leaving theic Kings, and Councellors, and States= 
men, to make and command theſe wicked and Idolatrous Laws 
and Statutes, 

Secandly, By leaving the Prophets of thoſertimes to Preach 
and pabliſh chem, asin Feroboamss and Ababs time, 8c, There 
wanted not Prophets enough to cry up in their Pulpirs the Ido» 
latrous Aﬀs and Decrees for the Calves, that did labour in their 
Sermons to make the people beleeve, that their King had none 
but pions and compaſſionate intentions ; namely, to fave the 
people ſome coft and pains in along and chargeable journey, 
that there was nothing in them that any body need ſcruple ar ; 
end chat whoſoever did refuſe Conformity and obedience, were 
none but a company of fa&tious and ſedirions fellows, enemies 


, totheStare and Governmenc.This was that folly God complains 


of, Fere.23, 14. (as indivers other places) 7 bave ſeen an borrible 
ebing in the Prophets of Samaria, &c. to the end of Verſ.14. 

' Thirdly, By leaving the people to themſelves, ro be enſnared 
and ſeduced by the commandsot the one, and the flatterings of 
the other; leaving them, I ay, to the blindnefle and darkueſſe of 
ebeir underſtanding, whereby they could nor diſcern the evill of 
thoſe abominations, to the vileneſſe of their affetions, and the 

ſervileneſſe of their wills, whereby, if they ſaw the evill, 


could nor expedite and deliver themſelves from it, The Prophets Tere.5.31. 


Prophecy falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule bytbeir means, and my peo« 


- ple love'to bave it ſo, &f:. though ir was well- enough, nci- 


ther would they have had a change of Government if they might, 

In all ring here was two _ the refill part, and the w_ 
cial part ; The finfull part was their's, the Rulers, the Prophets, 
the Peoples, The judzrciall-part was Gods, not by infuſing any 
darkneffc intotheir underſtanding, but notinfuſing light y nor 
byinfluencing any malign:ty npen their wills, but not influen= 
cing conquering grace and power, leaving them in a juſt judge= 
ment tachindive, I fay, in as mach as this judiciat or penal 
part was Gods , God may be ſaid in this reſpe, to have given 
them theſe Starutes, 8c, 


Buc why did he deal thus with them, and what was thecanſe'? Quere 3, 
This (I ſhewed you ia the enerance) Iyes in the 24. Yu Anſwer, . 
whic | 


d —_ 


' The firſt Sermon, 
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Hab. 24, 


which give me leave yet now alirtle more diſtin&ly ro diſcover 
unto you. Firſt, They did not execute bis judgements, whether by: 
judgements you underſtand Gods Laws, and Statutes, and Com- 
mand themſelves, theſe were not obeyed ; the whole Land fwar« 
med with Atheiſme, Prophaneneffc, and Idolacrys- the ſpirits of 
men wereevery where up in Arms againſt God and his Law, Or 
whether by Judgements are meant thoſe perralties and cenſeres 
which by Gods appointment, ſhould have been inflifed upon 
offenders; theſe were nor exccuted ; the fad report whereof, 
the Prophet Hzbbakkyk makes to God, Thereforethe Law is. 
ſtacked, and judgement doth never go forth. p 
A Metaphor taken from a Bow and Arrows, there was a Bow- 
and a ſtring ; that is, th:re were good Laws, and good Judge- 
ments (as oye 23 any people ever were bleit withall) bur the: 
Bow lay wnbent, the Law unſirung, fo that the Arrow of Fudge« 
ment wasnot ſhot into the heart of offenders ; bur on the con- 
trary (as it follows in the Texr,) The wicked doth compaſſe about 
the rigbteous, therefore wrong judgement proceedeth. The ſumme is: 
this, Druxkards might eſcape, and Adlterers might eſcape, and 
Idolaters, and Adnrderers might go ſcor-free * Wicked enougb,and- 
ſafe enough, Bur if a righteous many. one who made conſcience of 
obeying God, rather then man, whoſe conſcience was not made: 
of cheverill leather, to ftrerch ro the latitude of an univerſall 
blinde obedience to bumane autbority (which the Cathedrall Priefts 
of thoſe times ſo much cryed up) if he ſpake but a word, though 
mever {o innocent, and guſt, they would put their malicious 


Tſal.29.21.Comments upon ir, and make himan offender for it, They make 


a man an offender for a word, it was no matter whether he were: 
an offender or no, they would make him one; and. when they 
had hemmed and compafſed him in, he could never ger our of 
their cruell tallons, with his garments whole upon his skin, or 
his skin upon his fleſh, or his fleſhupon his bones; yea, ic way 
well if he could bring chem away whole, for their illegall cems' -. 


ſures extended even to the very bones alfo, as you may ſeein-@ ©... »4Þ 


neighbouring place, They bate the good, and love the evill ;/ 


plnckoſ their thin from off thenis and their fleſh from off their bondrs,  ® 
they alſs eat the fleſh of my people, aud flay their chin from off them, =" _ "<5 
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The firſt Sermon, ; 


and breake their bones, and cbup them in pieces as for the pot, and as 
fleſb within the Caldron., : 

1, They ſack and boyle Gods people to the very laft drop of 
their lives and livelyhood, In a word, the mouth of all the Ca- 
nons wereturned upon the City of God, to batter down the 
Wals thereof, that were firft planted againſt rhe enemy. 

This was the firſt branch ot the wherefore, or cauſe, 

Secondly, They ſtayed not here, bur from nor executing they 
roſe np to batred, and deſpiſing of theſe Statutes, 

They deſp iſed my Statutes, Wherein, or How ? 

 Anſw, Firit, by Iafting after Egypt and her Onions, even 
then when they were bur newly by a high hand and ftretched 
out arm, breught out from thence : ye bave deſpiſed the Lord, yyum,1s. 


. Which is among you , and have wept before him, ſaying , why 2.0 


came we forth of Egypt? Might they have enjoyed cheir Ont. 

ons and Garlick of Egypt; rhey did not care whether they er 

Joyed God orno; was not this adefpiſing of him ? Crying as ir 

were like Eſar, concerning his birtb»right : Behold, I am ac the 

pointto dye, and whar profit ſhall this b:rtbrigbt do ro me ? 

Thus Eſar deſpiſed his birthright ; was nor this almoſt their Gen.z5 32 
language, Behold, weare at the point to dye, and what good 34» 
fhall:+bzs Ged do to us? Thus Iſrael deſpiſed their God and bit 

Statutes, 

Secondly, By prefamprnous ſfinning, They have de/piſed the 
Law of the Lord , and have not kept bis Commandements ; rhey Amos 2.4. 
Gnned in the very face of the command, fay the Law an the 
faichfu)l diſpenſers of ic what they would;- the preſumptuors fin- 
ner is a deſpiſer, 

Thirdly, By polluting the ordinances, Thus ſaith the Lord, Num x14 
#9 you oh Prieſts, that deſpiſe my Name ; they were ſteur enough 39:37- 

(it ſeems) to ask wherein ; and God (when hemight have kicke * bln 
them into Hell for their infolence) he is parient enough to rell 

them wherein, you have offered polluted bread wpon mine Altar ; 

that is, they defiled Gods ordinances with ingredients and mix- 
'Fwre# of their own inventions , they did with the ordinances of 

God they cared nor what ; was not thata deſpifing of them ? 


_*F. - _. ., Fourthly, By oppoſing and ſuppreſſingthe Ordinances, as 
Fs (8 s 


10 "oe ft mn. IE 1 


Gad teſtifies of them, Iſa. 30. This a rebellious people, lying | 
children, that will not bear the Law of ih: Lora,here is their oppo- | 
ſing; they are rebellious,they will not hear: and when they 
had no minde ro obey , they would pur it off with ſome trick : 
1S64. x. other, and ſay the Prophets did lye ; God never commanded | 
| them to preach ſuch things, Tbey have belyed tbe Lord, and ſay 

zt ze not be; and thus ſaying, the Prophers did /ze,they themſelves 
did lie, This was their oppoſing of the Ordinances, bur this was [ 
| 

: 


net all ; it tollowes, They ſay to the Seers, See not, and to the Pro. 
phets , prophecy not ; down with preaching,down with eheſe Ser. 
mons, away with theſe Tſajabs, Feremiabs, Habakkuks, theſe be 
the troublers of Church and Common-wealth ; mea thar are 
alwayes bauling againſt Idolatry,and through theloyns of Ido- 
larry, ftrike at any barmleſſe and profitable Ceremonies, whereby | 
the people may be edified : men thar are alwayes preaching hell 
and the Law, and trifneſſe, and precifencile, that we do nor 
know how to behave our ſelves among them : if we muſt have | 
preaching, ler us have it of another ſtrain. Propbecy not rmto 14 / 
right things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, oyled Sermons, plau- 
fible diſcourſes that may not diſquier and perplex tender conſci- | 
ences, if nor, les bim begone,out of the way with them,(ilence,ſuſ 
pend, baniſh rhem. Care tbe boly one of Tſrael to ceaſe from before , 
#s, that is, tell nsnot of ſuch Rrifneſſeand holincfle, we can- 
not be {o holy as Godis : here was their ſapprefling of the or- 

Verſe rx, dinances, and both theſe God calls deſpiſeng. Whertore faith 
the holy One of Tſrac!, becanſe ye deſpiſe my Word, &c. 

7 - Fiftly, By conntenancing and juitifying of fin. They ſay 

Ia; o bl ſtill to them that deſpiſe me, thus ſaith the Lord, ye ſpall, bave peace, 

"4 = Benot afraid, the Lord will neither do good nor harw, and this 

wasa deſpiſing of God and by Statutes; they that juſtifie the 
wicked,are faid in the rwenty fourth verſcto deſpiſe the holy One 
of Iſrael, This was deſpifing indeed, whereby they would make 
God inrhe peoples eſteem, no better than a deſpiſed Tdoll, which 
hadecies, and could nor ſee; and ears, and could not hear ; and 
hands, and could not ftrike ; as ifall che rhreatnings aud curſes 
of the Law, were but ſo many bug-bears to ſcare children and 


fools : and fa they taught men as it were to play with the herd A 
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The firſt Sermon, 11 


Ged, ro mock him to his face, Ns 

Sixthly, By perſecuting the wayes and people of God, The 
Nations that perſecuted Gods p:ople, are faid to deſpiſe hims. 
When I bave executed Fudgement{ upon all thoſe that deſpiſe them E7«. 28 
round about : This is deſpifing of God and his Statutes with a **- 
witencfle, when none arc ſuch obje&ts of the malice and cruelty 
of wicked governors, as thoſe that are moſt conſtientious of 
obſerving thoſe Statures, when ir ſhall be crime enough tobe good, 
This was the ſecond branch of the wherefore, the third follows. 

They bave polluted my Sabbatbs : they ccaſed not te rhrow dirt Zo 
in the tace of Gods Sabbaths ; rhey cryed down the Sabbath, as 
a ridiculous, or at leaſt as a ſuperfluous Ceremony; they cared nor 
what they ſpake, or did againſt the holy Sabbath ; they made ie 
their play day, their packing day, their riding day, their ſelling 

day» their buying day ; any thing bur their Sabbath day; as you 

may ſee in the 13, of Nebem. from the 1 5.to the 22. Verſe ; and 
they that did nor break our into ſach grofle prophanation, yec 
grew weary of ir, It was a heavy burden ro them, and they 
murmured, ſaying, When will the new Moon be gone, andthe Sab- Amos 8.5. 
batb, that we may fet forth Whear. They thought every hour a 
day, till che Sabbath was over. | 

The fourth and laſt branch. Thezr eyes went after their fathers 4« 
1dols, They had a moneths minde to them, they loved them; ye | 
may know it by their eyes : ob, awd why might nor they have a 
Calf, a Cbemoſh, a Baal, abouſe for Baal, &-, as well as their fa- 
thers ? What were all their forefarhers damned rhink ye? Should 
they bee wiſer rhen their fathers? And why ſhould they be 
confined ro one God, when other nations had fo many ? Or ar 
leaſt, why might nor that one God be ler forth re them, under 
ſuch lively repreſentations, fir to-ſtir upthe dull mindes, and 
quicken rke ſluggiſh devorions of common people? And why 
might notthey bow before ſuch repreſentations, ſince it was noe 
co the ſhrines themſelves, but to God under thoſe ſhrines 2 And 
this no eſſentialpart of Gods worthip, bur the modes only, a meer 
accident, a circumſtance of worthip that was in the power of 
Autheriry, the Prince and the Arch-Prieft, toalter and deter» 


mine as they pleaſe ? Theſe I conceive, were ſome of thoſe wic= 
B 2 : ked, 
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_— 1hbe firſt Sermon. 


ked, and lying inventions, wherewith che Court Chaplins of 
tho{: times did fl uter and indurare the Kinz and his Courtiers, 
H)ſea 7. 3. Tbey make the King glad with tbetr wickedneſſe, and 
the Princes with their ſyes, Re that cuuld bring King Feroboams 
an argumenr tv juſtific his Idvlatrous courſes, rhough never ſo 
wicked 0.1 the Princes a rcafon to pal!iate and patronize, their 
joyning with Jerobozm in that Idclatrous ſervice, though ir 
were never lo taile, and palpable a he, he was a welcome man 
at Court, they were exireamly glad of him and his fervice? 
T heſz arc the (#berefores) of this fevere cenfare execured in rhe 
Text, and was not thiscanſe and reaſon enough to move God 
to doſo'? Four didnot t'ey tn all this, refuſe God to be their G3. 
vernour, and deny : is righreous Starures and Judgements ro be 
their 7 aws, in that language, The wayes of the Lord are not equal, 
Yea, rhuy di nur only deny, but rejed God and his Governmenr, 
as Godtold $:mwel upon their importunate deſire of a King, 
Fhey have rejeded me, thar I ſhould not raign over them ; now 
rejeFing is more then refirſing ; refuſing may proceed from igno- 
rance, when apeople, ora perſon to whom a thing is effered, | 
know nor the ute, worth, and excellency of ir; fo Pagans, and | 
Heathens, may refuſe the render of Ch:ift and his Goſpel, and | 
be morcexcuſcable ; Reje&ing, implyes compariſon and rriall ; , 
as when a ſervant hath made experiment ef rwo Maftcrs, and 
when he harh cryed both, rerurns co his fi & ſervice again, this 
is rejecting of the later, as Tertullininftanceth, As a gracious 
bes, and repencant hear: upon the compariag of rwo conditions and 

; ſtares, prefers the ſervice of God before the ſatisfying of ſwiniſh 


Frzek. 18 


29, 


17: 4 

» Hoſca 2. laſts, 2 as the prodigall, fo on the contrary an ® apoſtate revol- q 

7 ting hearr, rhac hath T afted tbe good Word of God, and the powers j 
of tbe world to come, comparing them with the ſweernefle, it J 
findes in its Inſts, prefers the ſervice of fin and Satan, andcaſts | 


off the yoak of obedienceunto Chriſt. This was th:caſe of this 
people, whom we finde thas heavily doomed in the Text, And 
now was it not jaſt with God, when they grew weary of bis 
righteous, and gracious Government, to turn them over tothe 
- 18am. 8, 9randy of fin, Satan and Idolatry ? This God commanded $2- 
5 wwel tohintto the Ifraclites, when they were ſo mad upon a 
King,. 


Jere 44.18 
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Ki g. © Howbeit 1bou ſhalt proteſt, and ſbew them the manner of 
tbe King, Verl.10. to the 19. The ſum, is bis government ſhould 


| þ= ſuch over them, as that they (hould dearly repentof their 


change, which was nor ſpoken, nor is to be underſtood in re- 
ſpec of thar ſtare and government ir ſelf, Monarchy queſtion- 
lefſe being the beit and pureit, and ſatcſt form of all, and moſt 
like rhe origiuall, trom whence ir claims its pedegree. This only 
T cannot but wonder ar by the way, whence this Maxime came 
inco the world, this Ergl:ſþ world, I mean, No Biſpops,no King : 
W hich with what peceſlicy of ſapporr, or dependance it is ac- 
companied, T humbly leave i to your grave wiſedomes r7 cn« 
quire and determine :. I ſay, Gud did not put this anſiver into 
Samuels mouth, (nor I into your ears) to intimate aty miſhike 
of Monarchicall Government, but co ſhew the difference ofthe 
perſizns, berween whom the change was made ſc. a Febovab tor a 
Sul ; a living God for a dying mn ; the bet of who'e govern- 
ment is but a tyranny in compariſon of Gods immediate Sove- 
raignty, had $4: ended his raign, as well as he began it; and 
began ir cencimes berter then he did. This now was done in the 


beigthof diſi»yalty and rebellion, when they changed a glorious 


God, for a dirty 14ol, his pare Laws, for their own impure lufts ; 
and therefore ir was juſt wich God to give them over to their 


own choice. The b:ckſl:der in beart ſhall be fild with bis own wayes, Prov. 14, 


;,e, Heloves bickfliding, and he thall have his belly iull of ir ; 74 
God will pay hia in his own coyn, he hath no delight in God, 
and God will have no delight in bim, If any man draw backs my 
ſoul ſhall bave no pleaſure in bim, Tn ſuch acaſeail that fee, and wo 
hear, will juſtife tit» proceedings : And thet might be rhe ſecond 
Reaſon, had we timer proſecute ir, wiiy God would give them 
u», fi:it roprophanen: fle and idolacry to fi2 even by Statue, 
betore he wou'd uiterly deſtroy them, namely char he might 
vindicace the juiticeot his proceeding ro all thai ſhould ſee or ” 
hear of rhew. ; - 


An: this may be the ground of that w'fh of Chriſt, 7 wonld Rev.z.1s.. 


thou wert bot, thac is, forward and zealous, 4Five, and bvely; there 

is no difficulty in this, there is noditticulcy inconceiving, why _ 

Chritt ſhould with hcr fo. But why doih he wiſh her co/d, that 
| eo + * is, 
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Uſe 1," 


Luke 10, 


is groſſely propbane, and idolatroie, rather then luker-arm ; 'Pro= 
babiy in regard of ſtanders by , who would in ſuch a caſe haye 
juſtified Chriſt in his cenſure and judgements on Laodicea : 
whereas now her lukewarm formality, civility, and moderation 
in Religion Cas we call ir) might happily bewirch the eyes of 
the ſtanders-by, and beget ſome hard thoughts of Chriſt in 
their boſomes, when he ſhou!d proceed ro execure the rhreat- 
ned judgement againſt her, And thus I have done now with the 
doQrinall part, 1 come now to the uſe. 

Te may ſerve for an aſe of admiration. A ﬀtrange uſe you will 
ſay ; and to me indeed it is ſtrange and wonderfull,and I would 
have ir ſo in all your eyes : how we have eſcaped this doom, and 
cenfare all this while, that England that hath had fo much of the 
24, Verle, hath had no more of 25. that England, that hathfſo 
egregiouſly ſinned with Tſrael, hath not as notoriouſly been cre 
fed with Tjrael! That we, that for ſo many yeers togerher, have 
nor executed Gods judgements, bur deſpiſed Gods Statutes,jn all rhe 
ſeveralls beforemencioned, (which I cannot ſtand to repeat) we 
that have ſo reproachfully polluted Gods Sabbaths, that have done 
and ſpoken, and written as vilely againſt Gods Sabbarhs, as 
1ſrael ever did ; Saturday no Sabbatb with them, and Sunday no 
Sabbath with us, &c, Finally, That we whoſe eyes have fo amo» 
rouſly run after our fatbers Ido]s, whole fingers have icched to ſer 
up Altars, and Crucifixesand all our fathers Romiſh trampery, 
are nor yet delivered up to theſe grear and fearfull iundgements ; 
in the very perfe&ions thereof, To be given up to Statutes that 
are ot goed, and Judgements by which we ſhowld not live : That 
God hath not left.our King and Nobles to make rhem, our Pro- 
phersnniverſally to reach chem, and rhe whole Land to be in- 
ſnared, and ſednced by them ; rhat we and our Children might 
have finned by Statute, and gone to Maſe by Law, as well as 
by permiſſion : Thar this indgemenr hath nor made way for 
wrath, and laid us open to plague, peſtilence, and famine, to 
battell, murther, and ſudden dearth, a whole Letany of Fudge- 

ments; yea, tothat Jndgement worſe then death, the darkening 


£33 14, 25» of our Sun, the pulling down of our Stars, the taking away of 


his Kingdom from us, and ours ; and«helezving of us ro periſh 
in 
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in utter darkneffe, as Chriſt threatens Capernaum, 

That God hath ſpared us the life of our good King upon the 
Throne, hath had his Obadzaubs among our Nobles ; and now havh 
fo over-ruled the hearts and voices of the poor ignorant mulci» 
tads, that they hayefent from all parts ot this Kingdom, men 
of skill andzeal ro make Statutes, rhas we hope ſhall be good, 
and Judgements whereby we and our Children may live, 

How-comes this to paſle, I ſay, my Brechren ? Surely we may 
all cry our, free grace, free grace! That free grace which tome have 
fpoken againſt, and others writ againſt, and livedagainſt, and 
finned agataſt wich an high hand, and bitrer ſpirics, hath, been 
a good friend to Englexd at this time alſo, and is nor yer weary 
ot doing as good. And betides, ler me tell you (Cchough I be no 
purſuivanr) here hath fome body beea a praying (conventicling 
as they call it ) lome Noavs, Jobs, and Daniels making imerceſſion ; 
ſome Habbakksh ſtanding mn the Watch-Tower , ſome Jeremy's 
praying, ſome Aeſes crying, fome Facob wreftling; that have 
reſolved nor to let Ged go till he blefſe us; ſome ot Gods Remem- 
brancers that have given him no reſt ; ſome Pa#l:, that have ner 
loved their lives and Liberties to the death, fo they might fiaith 


_ a faichfull Tefttmony, Surely, Had not the Lord of Hoſts left us 


a very ſmall remnant of prayertull. wreſtling Facobs, we bad beer 
like Sodom, and had been made tike nnto Gomorah. Oh that you 
would conſider of this, and change your thoughrs of God, and 
his wayes, and his people. Bur not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us; lerus bowe our heads, and worſhip, for it is the Lords do- 


#bg, and ir is marvellous in our eyes. 


Secondly, It may ſerve for comnſet and direSSox for the pre- 
venting of ſach a grievous and killing cenfure as this is,, which 
I muſt dire& ro two forts of perſons, . 

Firſt, To you theWortbies of Iſrael, whom God hath by his 
own Vote and ſuffrage, fingled our of all che Tribes, for this 
great and glorious undertaking. Remembar I beſeech you , 
wherefore ye came hither ; as forus, me thinks we ſtaodlike 
poor priſoners at the Barre, to be rryed for. our lives, and it 
pleafing rhe Supream Majeſty .upon-the Throne, to ask us by 


whom we world be tryed ; weave taken the legall caurle, wn 
| ave. 
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have all cryed our with one voice, By God and the Countrey, which 


Conntrey are you ; Now therefore, as oneof Gods, and the King. 


doms poor Remembrancers, I humbly defire you this day, that 
you will remember (as you do) whar he have commitred ro your 
traſt s [c, oureftates. the Wives of our boſomes, the Children 
of our loynes, cur lives, our bodies, and (which is above all) 
our right and ticle to theunvaluable Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt,and 
therein our very fouls right and title to Heaven, and eternall 
glory. A high, and moſt invaluable Devoſitum ! Take heed, I 
beſeech you that you do nor leave ns in the hands of this dread- 
full Judgement, evz# Starater, and killing Lewr. 

And to this end, Give nie leave to branch it out into this 
threefold eaution, 

Firſt, Enquire and ſearch, I beſeech yon, Into thoſe Laws 
and Starutes that are mad-, ro ſee whether hers be no evil Sta- 
tute, no killing Judgement ( ſonl-killing judgement) that doth yet 
lye dormant, which may be awakened hereafter when occafion 


x Cor.348. doth ſerve, to ſlay us,and our Childrea. The Goſpel in generall 


is called tbe Paſſeover,and we hope this Parliament,in particular, 
may be chriſtned the Lords Paſſeover, wherein the Lord we hope 
will paſſe over his people, to fave them wich a mighty Salvation, 
and zo deftroy their enemies. Now in the Paſſeover, you knaw 
they wereto put away all /eaver ont of their houſes, there muſt 
ns leaven be ſeen in all their borders, And that they might accu- 
rately, and pun&ually obferye this:command ; my Author tels 
me, they did rheſe three things. -- 

Firſt, They took all the kaver which lay in open view, 2 
bove boord (as it were) and threw ir into the fire, 

Secondly, They made a moſt curious and criricall ſearch, 


. ſearching with candles every corner, every little Mouſe-hole, 


where any cram might happily lye hid, that if it were poffible 
they mutt leave none behindethem, 

Thirdly, That they mighc make furework, when they had 
madean end of ſearching, in a ſolemn manner they carſed the 
reſt thar they could nor finde, ſaying, Cr ſed be the leaven thad 
dotbremain, Men, and Brerhren.do you fooI beſcech you, in this 
Pafſcover of the Lords ; what lcaven of prophanemeſſs or Popiſb 


Tdolatry, 


% 
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Tdelstry lies in ordinary view, take ir, and throw it into rhe fire ; 
do with it, as they havsdone wirh the precious bodies of Gods 
Saints, away withie to Smithfield, burn ic, burn ic. 

Secondly, ſearch narrowly for that which may remain,ſearch 
every corner of the Law , Commen«law, Civill-layy, Canon-law, 
ſearch (as God fearched Hieruſalem) with candles, make a curi- 
ous ſearch, leaft any crum of that curſed le.ven may remain. 

Thirdly, In cafe any piece or ctum of this /e2ver ſhould ſcape 
your diſcovery, curfe what you capnot finde, leave a curſe upon 


the very crumsand (hadow of Superſticion ; Joſh 2's Anatbema Tolk.6. ,7. 


upon him rhar ſhall ever attempt to build the Walls of Fericho 
againe, 
Should yon make good Statutes, and net take away theevill, 
_ do bn create 8 Neb«chadnezzars Tmage, which may have 
pily a go/dep bead, bur feet of dirt, which will ſuddenly be rc- 


 folved into a beap of confuſion; 


God cannor endure mixtwres, and therefore you ſhall Gnde 
the charge laid in by God againſt Idolarrous 1/rae! , is net the 


pulling up of Gods threſbold, nor the pulling down of bs poſts, nor 


ebe demoliſhing of bis walr ; but their ſetting of their threſholds, by **k-43.8 


bis ebreſholds, and their poſts, by bu poſts, and a wall between bim 

it ; or (as the x ir ou { chere was bur a wall bee 
zween mes and them; on one fide of the Wall they might have 
goneto the fervice of God, and on theother fide, ro the ficrifice 
of Idels ; on the one fide of the curtain you might have heard a 
Sermon, on the other fide you might have gone to Maffe, Theſe 


Idolatrom mixtures, Gods fout hates ; this was their ruine, andyerſe 7.8, 


the ruines of their Kings, and Kingdome, | = 

© you Portbies of our Iſrael ! ler it not be faid of you, as it 
is reported of ſome of rhe good Kings of Judab, they did thac 
which was riphc in che etes of the Lord, nevertheleſſe Hig places 
were not faken away. Teavevus not I beſeech you an Higb-place 
inthe Land, Jeaveus not one bouſe for Beal, not an ninfill of 
Idolatrone worthip, leave ns not s rag of the Whore of Babylon, 
the plague may lye in It, and break out into a deftreying yelti- 
lence many years hence, when you are aficep in the duft, 
x lg Ba 
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Be yelikeDavid,men after Gods own heart, pertorm like He- 
zthiab, bring ont all wncleanneſſe out of the bonſe of the Lord, Re-« 
member upon what Commandement 1t is that Gad is called a 
jealous God, And be you jealons allo for your God, and for his 
worſhip. 

Secondly, Revive and corroborate thoſe that are good; we 
have many good Starures, as good (bleſſed be God) as any Nas 
tion under Heaven, many righteous and wholeſome judgments 


Rev,1,8, among us; but they have lien like che ?zwo Frineſſes in the Reve- 


lation, with their bodies dead in the Streets, &c, Oh that this 
Parliament would pur /ife and ſo] into them again ! execnt ior 
z5 the very life of the Law, 

Thirdly, Make ſuch Statutes and Judgments as fhall be want« 
ing for the ſafety and beauty of this Church and Common. 
wealth; wherein let your care and commendation be that of 
AMoſes,; to de all things according to the patterne, To. which end, 
conſult wich the Oracles of God, and with the fairbfull and 5kil- 

full difenſers thereof ; that in the building of this ſecond Temple, 
there may not bethe noiſe of a hammer heard among you ; think 
it not enough that you lexve us in a ſafe condition, unlefſe you 
leave ns in a glorious condition ; we fhall never logke for more 
to be done in this glorions work of Refermation, then ſhall be 

done now, nor you for alike opportunity. | 
| Theſecond branch of this exhortation, I muſt dire&t to all you 
thar ſtand before God this day ; would yor bave this feartull 
judgement diverted ? do you defire rhar this Parliament may 
give you- good Statutes, and judgements, whereby yor.. and 
your children may live ? Firft chen, mowre for-the general neg- 
let and deſpifing of Gods Statutes, both in Citie and Countrie, 
both in high-places and low-places; let the v79lation of Gods 
Lawes, and the violating of his Ordinances and people, pierce 
your fouls with godly ſorrow, Perſonal fins are made Nationat, 
when they are net puniſhed by Authority ; and National! frus are 
made per ſonall, when they are 2192 laid to. beart by the Subject, 
Thbe whole Iand 14 made deſolate, be-anſe no man layes it to beart, 


Brethren, the day of mourning is 8: kaud,, and bicffed be God, 
| c 
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vhac hach pur ic into the hearc of the King and Parliament,to pra Loel 2, 15. 
claime 4 Faſt, tocall a ſolemne Aſſembly, Oh, labour before hand 
to get your keares inte a mourning frame ; defire God,te lay 
thema foaking in the blond of Chriſt , ler  Feremjabs wiſh be Lere.g. r- 
yours, Op that my bead were waters, and mine eyes 8 fountaine of 
zears ; that God would open the windowes in your þeads, and 
break up the fountains of the deep ins your bearts ; that with Da= 
vid, Revers of wavers might rem down your eies, bec auſe men keepe 
rot Gods Law, that a Deluge of ſorrow, may ſwallow up « Deluge 
of ſin; and you may waſh off the pollution of Gods Sabbaths 
With your tears, 
Secondly, Be carefull co executes Gods Statutes and judge- 
ments in your own juriſdifiony the hearts of many travaile : 
with that fooliſh pride of Gael ; wowld to God this people were un- Tudg.9.29, 
der my band,then world I remeve Abireleeh; and wich Asſalom,Ob 2 Sam. 15- 
that I were made Fudge of the Land, that every man that bad any "_ 
ſuit,or Cauſe, might come tome, aud 1 would do bim juſtice | Ohif 
they were Porliement men,or Fudges and Gevernonrs,they would 
remove fach and fichevill inſtruments that tronble the Church 
and Common-wealth; they would do thus, and thus, T, thar 
they would. Would thou be a Governour? wculdit thou be a 
Judge? a Parliament man ? Man, thon haftthy wiſh, Art thou 2 
maſter of a family; ſee,God hath made thee a King, a Prieſt,and a 
m_— there;a King,to gevern thy family,a Propber,to teach them, 
anda Pri:ft,to offer ſecrifice for them. Art thou a ſingle man ? be» 
held, every man hath alittle Commen-wea/th wihin him, a Core 
poration that may hang and draw within it felfe. Oh therefore, 
ler us now ſee what you will do for God, and we will belceve: 
you ; call a Porlioment in your own houſes, in thine own hearc, 
thicher call every offender before thee ; fir as a Ruler, a Judge, 
and arraigne and execute every rebellious traiterous luſt , caſt 
aut whatſoever it is, that will not cons with the government 
of Jeſus Chrift ; woke Lawes and St ataver te ſexup the domi= 
nion of Chrift in thy houſe, and in thy heart. Then may Chrift 
honour thee with a Well done good and faithful ſervams, vhou baſt 
beew faithful over livtley be thow rwler ever much. Flie, if thou 
OT 7 OY nao 
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prerend'it what great marters chou wouldit do for Chriſt, if 
chou wert a pnblike Governour, and negleSeſt and defpilcſt 
his Scatares/ and his judgements, in thy Family, and in thine 
own converſation, thou art a Afonnteb.anke,an Impoſtor, thou de- 
ceivelt thy {elf and others, and the truch is not in thee, Bre- 
thren, think noc thar Parliaments can help you, or the beſt of 
Kings dv you good, if you negle& and deſpiſe Gods Statutes 
and judg<menes, within your own limirs and bounds, Whar 
Parliaments buiid ſin deftroyes; Remember what Samwel told 
the pcople, if you will t:h do wickedly, ye fpall be deſtroyed;ye can 
have no ſecurity trom de firnttion, if you allow your ſelves ſecs. 
rity in ſinning , it ye do wickedh, ye ſhall be deſtrozed; and, oh 
thar rhat were all - oh wer rr _ "— _ alone ug 
they will periſh! oh that they mii eroyed alone, it r 

muſt be / —wanklſy but that is d:ſmall which followes ; Ye 
ſhall be deſtroied, both yow, and zour King. The wicked man, is 
not only a trayter againſt God, but againſt the King too: wicked 


men deſtroy not only themſelves, bur King, and Kingdome, If 


therefore, ye wonld not be guilty of bigb-weaſor (rhe higheſt 
treaſon ) ſet np Guds Statutes, execute bis Fudgemems, ſandtifie 
bis Sabbatbr; crie upa Sabbath, as faſt as others crie it down : 
take heed of Idolatry ; yea, take heed of Idolatrous looks, their 
bends are not charged here; *cis nor ſaid cheir bands ſet wptheir 
Fathers idols ; their feet are not charged, *cis not ſaid they wens 
after their Fathers idols, bur rheir cies only, their eics were after 
their Fathers idols, God cannot endure Idelatrous leokes; 
teke hee therefore of Idolatry, and of the appearances of Ido 
latry. Littl: Children, keep your (chaes from 1dols. 

Thirdly, Labour to get you hearts fill'd with rhe /ove sf the 
trsth ; *fis che love of the truth, that is the beſt fence againſt ſuch 
a judgement as this is, For want of this, read whar che Apoſtle 
threatens z Becanfe they received not the Teve of tbe trutb, that they 
might be ſaved, God ſhall ſemd them firmy deluſions, vbas theymay 
be denned' &:, The want of love to the truth, laies a people, 
ora perfon open to Herefie and danmetios, And *tis a wonder 
of Merey, that our plentiful wam of eve ro Ca 
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long betore this time robbed us ot the tr4th ; rhat tor aur want 
of lore to the truth, Ged hach ror faid concerning us; Take them 
berefie, take them Papiſis, take them Jeſuites, blinde them, binds 
them, binde them band and foot, and caft them into utter darkneſſs, 
Oh! love rhe rruth uot Gud, ycas leve it even then when is 
ſeems to make againſt thee 5 win ircomes rake away a'l thy 
ratteen evidences, and to Cait ihze as i” were vu of hyuic and 
home. Love therruch even when 11 cal. cor rhy r42/t £22, the 
right cie of fiofull pleaſure, for tby 1.944 645d of 147 194k ; 
Love the truths of God, every Gram, w ; ret 75 04s 4 4 
Chrift his bloud, and more worth (han « ay King mo, 1; 
Worlds. *Tis nos the knowledge of the 1 ith but ut @ /ove wh 
the Truth that will keep from Apofl afte : Gre at Sci.uile.s may 
turn Herericks, when poor Chriitjanst:.at love the Ti 2, will 
prove Martyrs, I cannot diſpute fer Corift, but Ican burn jor bim. 
ſaid the poore Martyr, 

Fourthly, Pray for the King, and Parliament ; it may be 
there bemany ſtand gazing whar a Parliament will do, thaten- 
quire every day whar news, whar news? that yer never, ic may 
be, put upa ſolemne petition ro Gvd for themin ſecrot , fince 
the Parliament began, Oh that you would now berake your 
ſelves to your prayers; pray often, pray carneſMly, pray 8s 


Chrift did, pray till you fwear again. Alas, confider it-God 1.11.1, 


ihould leave King, and Parliament ro themfſeives but one day, 
they may do that which may «74s us and our Poſteritie tor ever, 
Pray, but what fbal/ we pray ? Pray thac God wouid pour one 
© por thems that Spiric, that reſted on Jeſs Chriſt. The Spirit of 
*wp;ſedome and of underifanding, the ſpirit of councell and might, 
the ſpirit of knowledge.,and of tve fear of the Lord,tbat may make thens 
© of quicke wnderitanding , inthe fear of whe Lord ; that tl -y may 
bot judge after the fight of their eirs, neither reprove afier the beare 
" ang of their ears (i. e, as tbings ſeen) but with rightconſixeſſe, they 
T may judge the peore, awd reprove with equitte., jor the meeke-4f be 
*earth; that they nay ſmite tbe earth with arnd of torir months and 
© with the breath of their lips may ſ11y the wicked ; toas righteonſe 
*peſſe may be the girdle of their loms,, and faithjule fe, 3begirdle 
C 3 *of 


a. 


—_— — 
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© of their reins, Pray for a ſpirit of love, and unitie, that they 
may all ſpeak the ſame thing, and be of the ſame mind: , that they 
way be cemented together, in rhe unity of the ſpirit, and bond of 
peace ; Pray thar they may nor go forth in their owne wile. 
dome, {trengrh, and righteouſneſſe; nor in the ſtrength of na- 
Ta 45'24 ture, or parts; bur may ſay, ſurely in tbe Lord bave I rigbteouſ- 
neſſe, and ſtrength; ſtrength and ability to che work, righteeuſ- 
nefie and acceprance in the work. Pray that God would ac- 
compliſh that promiſe wpon them; 2bat be that 3 feeble among 
them, may be ar David, and be that ts 4s David, may be ar God, 
as the Angel of the Lord before them ; that they may go on in the 
work, with a kindeof own7poteucie, thar nothing may be able 
ro ftand before them that oppoſes the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whether it be tbing, or perſon, Pray, that God would ſer a 
guard of Angels reund about them, that the Sons of violence 
may 100 approach te burt them : Pray, that this Parliament may 
be called the bappy Parliament, the reforming Parliament, the 
repairer of the breaches , the reſtorer of the deſolate places ts dwel 
#n, Brethren wherefere hath Parliamencs brake up fo of late? 
Sarely, one reafon(among many )is, the feerfull neglel of prayer, 
you have wiſhed for Parliaments, called for Parliaments, and 
vera. have prayed for Parliaments, and when your prayers 
ave brought them together, you have left them there ; and fo 
for a juſt recompence they have left you as they found you : 
Oh pray therefere, double your prayers, multiply your praiers; 
letnot that man exp<& a blefing by a Parliament, that doth not 
engage himſelf ro Ged in praier for then. 

Bur forget not wirhall ro joyn thanksgiving with praier ; for 
traly that which God hath done alzeady for us, doth highly 
merit our beſt acknowledgements, as being not only above 
our merits, bus beyond our faith and expeffation; while 

| 1.643. we may ſay with the Church, when thou didſt terrible things 
EY that we looked not for, thou cameſt down, the mountains lowed 

\ down at thy preſence ; ſarcly God hath done things for us, that 
| we did nor loook for. | 

\ Qneſ, But you will ſay, if we obſerre theſe dire&ions , are 

| bo we 


Zech.12.8, 


Phil.6. 
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The firſt Sermon, - i 
we ſure to ſpeed for the preventign of theſe judgements 
threarned? 

To this, I anſwer, T hereis a maybe for thaty and that 4yſpp, 
is no ſmall mercie, that we ars under a poſſibility of pre- 
venting its "Twas all the motive thae the Prophes Jock, 
and the Prophet Zephany had to invite their people ro hu. 
miliation, and reformation, FFbo knowes whetber the Lord Toel2.14. 
will 'returne and repent, and leave a bleſſing bebinde bim @&c, 
And it may be, you ſhall be hid in. the day of the Lords 
wrath, Truly, it isa mercie, that we are. not on the other 
fide out of all hopes and poffibilitis of cure and recoverie ; 
and lee me adde this to you for your encouragement, Our 
may be 1s no deſpiſed poſſibiliry 3 bur a may be of as faire and 
glorious hopes, as cver our eics, and the cies of our fore-fa« 
thers behel : 

But I will cell you whae you may be ſureof, a'l- you that 
conſcientiouſly obſerve rhe means which God himſelte hach 
fanfified, which will be richly worth your -labour, and tha 
is this.' If God ſhould leave our Governours to make fael1 Statures, 
and our Propbets to preach them (which God forbid)” yer he 
will rot leave you ts be ſeduced aud exſnared by them, tor {o the 

romiſe runs, The Lord thy God mn the midſt of thee 3s mighty, 
bowit ſave, be will rejojce overtbee with joy, be will reſt in bu love, 
he will rejoyce over thee ſunging, .] but. where be they Ged will do 
zbus unto ? it followes, 1-il! gather them that are ſorry for the 
ſolemne Aſſembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a 
burthen, (i.c.) whoſe ſouls and ſpirits do groan under there. 
"2g and prophanation that was caft upon the kolythings of 
G | 


Zephe 17; 
1 


. 


And what an honor wonld that be, beloved Chriftians, when 
God ſhall be more jealous for ene poore foule that draws neare 
ro him, to weep before him, over the reproach of his Ordinan- 
ecs and Judgements, who is burthened more with Gods diſho- 
nours, than its own prefſares ; I ſay, what an honour, God ſhall 
be more jealous over one ſuch poore foule, then over a whole 


Kingdometfall of thoſe, be they never ſo great and porenr, that 
| ; neglect 


The firſt Sermon. 


neglcf his Sta-utes, and defpiſe hi his judgements, | 
In 2 word, obierve theſe direftions, in an bumble 
and ocleeving conſcientiouſacfſ: and be fire of this ; 
17 God brirg not down bi will totbine , be will bring wp thy will 

20 bir ; Wherfore wor ke, my Brethren, worke for the 
Land, work for your Poſterity ; at leaft work 
for your own ſecurity. Be ſteafaſt, _ 
unmoveable, alwaics abonding in the : 
work of the Lord , for 4s mucb a you 
know your Lebous ſball not be in , 
vaine inthe Lord. 
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- THE SECOND SERMON 


Preached before divers of the Honora« 
ble Houſe of Commons at 
Weſtminſter 


EZRA IO. 23s 
—T et now there i hope in Iſrael concerning this thing. 
Now theyfore let us make a covenant with our God,eyc 


w T isnot ta peeve ts of 
mercies, to orperſonto a 
ſetled courſe of pi pear Fa. without 
a further concurrence of conquering 
GR 
See here 5 aguep after a grievous 
enlargemept, 
ix houſes, burtheir 
luſtsbegio to revivewith cheir =o and they whoare 
lately rerumed to their oldbopphegandy to returnto their 
old tames,: in ongching thang thy s promiſcuouſly. with-the 
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Foe Priefts andthe Levites have not ſeparated themſelves 
Re perplod the Land: for they have taken of their daugi- 
rers HD v/elves and for their ſouner,Ge.,The good man ” pa 
he —_ this (80 was much effeFed withit, and much 
affifted for ic, ver, 3. He rents bis clothes, and teares bis haire, 
8c. Atypethar his bear? was firſt rext, and his ſoul tornin 
pieces ( 2s it were ) within him, with holy indignation,” And 
afcer longaſtoniſhment, his ſoxrow ( opt with her owne ful- 
_— finds a yent into Confefſon and Prayer, from yerſe the 
end ofthe Chapter. - ; 
hen he had done, Shecheniah one ofthole Godly Princes 
which brought him theſe-fad cidings ( as ir ſeemes, for his 
Grandfather Zlam I figde reckoned among the heads ofthe 
"Tribes of Ifracl, Chap. 2. 7. ) ſtands up and applics himfelfe to 
Ezraandthe people, wich a ſcaſonable Comfort and Connell, 
his Comfort invites them to hopeof Reconciliation with God, 
There is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing; 
His Counſell cals #poxthat hope to humiliation and refor- 
mation, Febave ſinned, &c. 

Let us munke a Covenant , &c. q. d. *It cannot bee denied 
© bue weartin a tereſpaſſe re God this day,ourfionts 
© reftifie to our face; that wedeſerye to be cut off from bemg 
| "a people ; bur fines what is done cannot be undone, our way 

© jsnotto firdowne and deſpaire,but to riſe and reforme: We 
Pe what a God Iſiacls God hath been to our fathers; 
benthey have opdatadef the evill of ſmns; ba bath 
"eee roill of puniſonicnt, andſurche hath nor ſpent all his 
k of mercies upon them, he is a Fountain of mercies that 
© never Gan be drawn drie; Theteishove therfore that our re- 
ny fitdimetcie withour God, asour fathers did. 
Compon'chen,indler nsftrengthen' our hands to the work, 
EE and dttrticceſfiry cls for;lerusbumble our ſelves 
tpaſt,zndrelolye on reformation for the fucure, 
© We havrive ſon God, Bees "my a 
'% ; | , i Ir acl, a $: 
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1. An ingenuous confeſſion, Fe have ſened, s 


2. A comfortable exception, 7ee chere is hope, 
3- Agtacious concluſion, Vow therfore let us make « Cove- 


HANS 3 & Co 

The particular ſm here confeſſed, is heathemiſb watches; the 
rule of reformation, bill of divorce for wife and children,lee we 
make « Covenant with our God, toput away the wives , and ſuch 


a; are born of them, Which, fince it was ( asit ſeems) bur a ju- 


diciall law of God to that people, 1 finde it: now repealed in 
the Goſpel, and a quite contrary Canon eftabliſhed by the 
Apoſtle, If the unbelceving wifebe pleaſed to dwell with a be- 
leeving busband , let him not put her away :andif the wnbelee- 


g 
wing buchand pleaſe to dwell withthe beleeving wife, let her not 
leave him. £7 OO 


The _—_ ena Dn x et: rallifedy I 
For the unbeleewin i ſantl; tbe wife: that is, 
Preparative, m the re. bY of ſecond cauſes; while Wh means 
areuſed which God hath-ſanQified for converſion; he is can- 
didatu« timeris, a Probationierofthetrue fear of God, as Ter 


rullien cals him; indcandidaree fides, as Ierom in imitgtion of - 


Tertallian, a Probationer of the true faith, $I 
And Interims by virtue of the one beleeving parent, the 
children are alſo ho/y,that 57, capable ofallthe ac 
viledges of Chriſtianity,as Baptiſme,andother menusof grace; 
So neither let them be put away, for they are « haty ſeed; elſe 
were your childrenunclean, but now are Si ua 21 
© Andthis ſence Idefire may be in-myeoſui 
Diſcourſe, as oft as I ſhall have occafion to touch upon theſe 


words of my Text, which didtherefore invite, andpmmand 
my eyes and my heartto this portion of Scripture, ;in.-33much 


as they do morn unto us,asdiſtinA,compleat, and beautifull ** 


a elland plat-form I ones any T__. 
member in holy Writ, which will morefully appear to you, i 
wil heme leare totake in heme of. the ding. 
Leceeding wordsin the 2; 3,and4. yerſes; | 


raiſe ſuch ſeyerall Obſeryations as naturally willof | 
ſelves to your view. As, - * i. aiba8] jean” 
Ba OT. (| 


ICor.7.12 


I- 


or" >. 
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We have treſpaſſed againſt our God... 
From whence Obſerve ;, 
1. Obſer- Great Reformation muſt beuſhered in, with.deep Humili- 
vation. ation and Confeſſion, 


Tet now there is bope in I(rael. 
2. Obſervy. Gods Iſrael may be ſinful 1/rae}, but not bepeleſſe I/ract... 
Now therefore let us put away, & c, 
3. Obſery. Hopes of Pacification, are ingagements to Reformation. 
Allthe wives and ſuch a1 are 


s of then... 
4. Obſervy, Reformation muſt be Yaiver/ad. . * | 
g Let us make 4 Covenant. 

5. Obſery. Reformatiogafcergreat Apoſtacies, muſt be done by ſolemn 
renewing onr Covenant with God, 

h According to the counſel of my Lord, 

5. Obſerv. (ommands of ſupreme Governevs, falling in with the law 
of God, dewbler upon Reformers, the care and neceſſity of 
Reformation. 

 Andof them that tremble; &6, | 
7:Obſerr. - Thie ſuits and crycsof ererwbling hearts, that tremble at fre 
ardwrath;isa firong Motive toGovernors to put on to; Ke- 
formation. - 

And lt it be done according to the Law. 


3. Obſer?.  hermls of Refotinadion ,puſtbeche Word of God. 
For this matter belongs wato thee. . Gt 
5..Obſerr. The duvyof Governirs, with the aſſifavce of Nebler aud - 
Piople,isa greatincouragement to.z:al and reſolution in Re-- 
| Now thenariſr:-. 


a = Reformation mult beſþeedp.”. 


Tris nockis my purpoſe or poſſibility to follow all theſe in 
their proper wo LN laticude ;I will only fingle onthe” 
chirdofrheſcObſcryations,s the mair.ſubjeAofmy ducourſt, 


and mukeallche reftco: atcod.upon ic incheir(. , ral,canks 


and places; which.is this: 


nadtcine.  Zepero? Packication are firang engogementt or thereforerto | 
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\ The manafter Gods own heart , underſtood this myftery. 

Therefore upon theſe premiſles infers this conclufion, There « P/+.130.4 

forgivene ſe with thee( or forgiveneſſer )many forgiveneſſes,cut- , 

ticudes of pardons,as /ſai. 5 5.7. 
And what therefore ? Therefore thow (balt be frared, thy 

mercie ſhall engage men to thy fear, Hopes of pardon ſhajl 

therefore ren to fear of finning, - 

* The grounds of this are theſe : | 

” Firſt, Hopes of Reconciliationare Gods invitations to Re. X 

formation. Goddoth thereforegive ſome hints and diſcoveries © 

of his inclinableneſſeto Peace and Reconciliation with a finfull 

people or perſon, to the end that he may invite them ro Repen. 

capce and Reformation. Ms £5 ; 
Conlultfor this purpoſe, thoſe two great Proclamations, 

the one in the Old, the other inthe New Teftament;thatin the 


- 56. of Iſeiab , Thus ſaith the Lord, Keep ye Indgement, and do 
Inftice : for ney ſatvation is neer to come, and my righteouſneſſe 

ro be revealed. By Indgement you may nnderfland the duties 
of the firſt Table ;by Iwftice theduties of the ſecond Table, ro 


che Obſervation whereof, Godinvites, and as is were fliers 

4 them; bythe approach of his /a/#/etron ; not ecernall falyation 

(here) bur remporall; namely, their deliverance from'chole - 

preſſures and opprefſions that lay uponthem both abroad and 

at home, both in Church ad Common-weakh.Andthe ſame 

thing is mearit by Rjgbreonſurſſe, rhough under another no« 

tion; iris called Salvation, oo of — - called 
igbrronſueſſe, in regard of Gods promiſe: ſothartby Seipars- 
eng wit fe meant nothing elſe but Gods righreow 
ſatvatids; which he m_ ifed to their fathersr and now ſaics 
thePtophet, God will bens good as his word, iri'{avitgyou 

from your bondage and captivit under which your have groa. 
nedſolong; andirſhalſnotbe long firft, bis ſalvation « neere 
at hand and whatthen ? Therefore keeps Indgement, and doo 
Inflice, See how he-infers the necefficy of Reformation upon 
,* the premiſſesoftheapproch of Gods righteous falyations” © - 
So alſo in that generall Evangelical Proclamation ofthe 
Adyent ofour Sayiour, a Al >” = 

3 | 1 i 
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2. Reaſon. 


tiow of our God, the world ſhall be full of theglorious manifeſta- 
tions ofa Saviour, And whatthen? Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, fill me up theſe vallies of deſpair and coyetouſneſic; down 
with theſe mojntains of pride and oppreſſion; ſtraighten me 
theſe crooked wayes of prophanenefle aud ſuperſticion z make 
ſmooth theſe rough hewenpaſſager of tubbornoeſle and rebelli 
on :that is (in a word) ſtudy a perfe and apanitucll Refor- 
wation, falyation is at hand,hethat is the Saviowr and /alvati- 
on will be here ſhortly; Repent, for the kingdome of God ts at 
hand, Now are not Gods invitations our engagements toRe- 
formation ? If God iwwwite a people or perſonto him, when he 
might drive them fromhim,and ſpurs them into hell, ſhould ir 
not be a prevailing motive to Repentance? Gods invitations, 
faith a Father,are Vinculaobedientie Obligations to obedience: 
which if negleQed, we make thera Lagqueos diabok, the ſnares 
of Satan. They that finin the face of invitations, ſinne againſt 
God and their own mercies, they crofle Gods expeRation 
and their own hopes. | ET ray, 
Secondly, Pacification and Reconciliation are Gods repen- 


his feet? Shall God ſay, 15{{beal, ] will 
lead, lwillreftore comfort to him and to big monruers, as Ihiab 
1 US Lhd 


. 
. Wo $ 
# 
oo 
i ey 
oy 
* 
J Pw 
Y £G 
" * * 
. 


«£ w»$» i F 
-Wp Xo +. 
- > 


The ſecond Sermon. "i 


$7.18, and ſhall not they t4ke wnto them words, andiwrn ito 
the Lord,and [ay unto him, Taks away all iniquity, andreceive 
*s graciouſly, ſo ſball we render thee the calves of onr lips. Aſpur 
Shall not [ave tu, we will not ride npon bor ſes, netthir will we ſay 
any more to the works of onr hands, Ye are our Gods; we will 
do no more fo, Lord,wee'lneyer doe ſo wickedly againe, 
Tertu#liax in his Book de Pawtentis, who {tiles bimſclf 
Homo natus ad Panitentiams,a man born to do nothing elſe buc 
repeat , ſayes,that God by his own example dedicevit P exi- 
tentians, hath conſecrated Repentance for our imitation, that 
whea we ſee God repenting, we mighe alſo learn to repent : 
{urelyif Gods example cannot prevail with us for this holy 
imitation, God at leogth may and will give over repenting, 
as ler. 15.5. 6.1 aw weary with repenting, 1 will repent no 
more, uvlefſe it be of my repenting. 
\ Thirdly, the law of equity and-thankfulneſſe will lay this 3: 
engagemragupoony for God do all for a people , and a 
people do nothing for God? when theirturn isſeryed, ſhill they 
then deſpiſe,or forget divine indulgence ?O height of uathanrk- 
fulneſſe! Nay ,##hat ſoal I render tothe Lord for all bis benefits pſ.116.12, 
tonards me,isthe language of men and women after Gods own 
heart , the childrenof God arc ofa rendering diſpoſition. 


This may ſerve inthe firfi placeasa Touch-ftane,totry your 
hopes, of what merall they are.made, whether of pure gold, 
gg” a of brafſe and adulterate copper. * Fit: 

Whatare yout Therefores upon your hopes? Bring them 
in, I beſeech you, before the Lordthis day ,and let usſee what 
they are. There isa great deal of hope gocs up and down the 
world.Iathe worſitimes,there was much hope ſtirring abroad, 

ple hoped things would mend; all would be bercer; but 
inthe mean while, they: wn Fs their hopes, 
nor the times for them. They hope and ſwear, hope and. 
20d: day,hope and be drunke, hope and be world- 

Ys. ious, - 


roud, contentious, -pro » luke-warm, ac the beſt, 
Þ we mere little |beholding to ſuch kinde of hopes :ſuch 
esasthele yould have made usa hopelefſe and ahelpleſe 
people 


1 Uſe, . 


The ſecond Sermon. 


people before this day,had not freegrace flept in to ourreſcuee 
Every man is a On to hope, men have hopes in 
Chriſt,and hopes of pardon,and hopes of heaven, andhopes of 
happineſſe, bur what are your eherefores. Truly che moſt pare 
of the Therefores that goc up and down the world ( yea the 
_ Chriftian world) are camall Therefores, an4-gracelefſe There- 
fores, ſinfull Therefores, che greateſt part ofPcoteſtants doe 
proteſt againſt their hopes. Lay before the greateſt part of 
men the beſt premiſſes, andthey will make unworthy and 
baſe Concluſions onthem, | | 
Lay before them the conſideration of death, andthey will 
therefore to the Taverne, to the Alchouſe, Let re eate and 
drinke for to morrow we foal dye, 1fai.22,1 3. onewouldthigk 
theargumentſhould have runthus, Zee xe faf? and pray, for to 
morrow we ſhall dyes + 474 © | oe 
. Lay beforetheic eyesthe mercies of God, and they will con- 
:clude vilely, Therebore we need not be fo ici, ſo preciſe, 
Therefore we need not pray ſo much, heare ſo often, make 


- ſuch adoe about ourSalvation. ' © + 
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golden oyle of gracious hopes doth emptie it ſelfe_ the 
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thou doeftnotlook about the-, O quans multi bac vark fpe ad 
eterns: laberes deſcenalunt > Oh how many goe down 20 hell 
with their vaine hopes? | 
A true Tſracliciſh hope will work and ſwenc ic ſelfe outinto 
holy Therefores, holy reſolutions. There & mercy with rhee, 
therefore then ſhalt be feared; Therefore T will walke moreex. 


aAly,morecircumſpeAMly, becauſe Godis ſo ready to forgive. 
I hope when Chriſt ſhall appeave jo be liks bins to ſeeins as bee, 


refere let me pays filfe as be © ,1r John3.2. 3. 
Ts rar ors rh wo this lang bt s ler 16 Sh 
away ow wives, Springs will riſeas high as they fall, che hope 
that camefrom heaven will run thither againe, in fireames of 


holy Therefores, Thac which cunnes wine into the velſeh, yyill 


run out wine, True hope is a grace, and that whicl = 
Lr ations hopes,cannot runour into greceleſſeconverſations; ven: n he 


aQiive therefores 8c. are theſe your be God 
for you, blefſed be you ofthe Lord: Tour God, and the God of 


jour fathers bath 
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ours,;uoderthe (andard and conduRt of our royall /o/ana, up- 
onthismount of God, to judge the mount of E/av, all thoſe 

proud and malitious Edomites, whoſoever they be, who have 

cryed concerning eur Iernſalem, Downe with it , dewnewith tt, 

eventothe groung, thet the Kingdome, yea all the three King- 

dames maybe the Lords in an everlaſting Covenant, 

Now therefore as many of you as doe conceive hopes, that 
God may be.reconciled to the Kingdome, expreficir,l beſcech 
you, by your Parliament therefores, reſolutions and engage- 
ments for reformation, . wherein that lmay in my poore pro- 

iog be ſeryiceable to.you, / give me leave our of this plat- 


orme to draw you out. 

Is Firſt, ſome Rules, Lo nin”, 

bs Sendo orns motives and encouragements to this great 
work.. 


Jos Rades. 
iRule x; Great Reformation muſt be uſher'd in with deep humi- 
lation, heart-breaking confeſhon, We have ſinned againit the 
Lord, andnow therefare make confeſſion to the God of your fa- 
thers, verl, MH: | a ; 
The way fora guilcy people, or perſon,to pacific an offend- 
ed God isnotto Py Hap OED 


#* 
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Sniquities have wee, our Kings, and onr Prieft; been Lebboridi info the Rs 
hands of the Kings of the lund, tothe ſwerd, to captivity, and taſpoyle, 


and to conſwſion of face, 
Fourthly, againſt deliverarices and mercies;” yerf. $59. \Nowfor a VeiL - _ 
little ſpace grace hath bten ſhown ma fromthe Lird, ee, 7 


Fifchly, againſt c _— command,verf.10.1 1.4 have forſaken » thy 
Commandment which thia DAP CASA EY + by (nx £4 hmm Prophets. Verſs toAT 
Sixthly, _: the choiſeſt motives; 'God did not Jeavethe com- 

ds x ch peek hl pevert Maes = cprabeg 

conds it precious w » wn the puri- 

ty of hiscommand, verſe a The landumto which ye goe to os, 

is an unclean lend, andfromthe adyancage of obedience, that 3e may 

be flroy , and eate the good of the land, and. leet irfor ay inheritance 

20 your childrenfor ever. | 
Seventhly,againft the moderation ny liduttoe of Gods corteQi= 


ons, verſ, 13.ſecingonr God | hath puniſot ws teſſe then our iniquities de Vert I3. 


ſerve,God did burfirike, which he might have defttoyed. 
Eightly, their Apoſtacie : and refidivation, verſe T4. Shonld weagain 8. 
break the Cammandement; they hadnor ficmed mn his kind Once one= 
ly, but ag4in 42d ag«in, they bad made otie finne into many by repe= 
etion ; They deeply bewail both the unteaſorablenefſe and unkind. 
neſſe oftheir apokacie, bouldwe, cc. ” 
Theſe andthe like are the circumſtances wherewith heddes loadand 
charge his confeſſion, ſurely iris ſo} eticall irwill ferch a from 
pg,thatit may tele's 


your ſpiritsto read ir, ſo heart-n . © 
in a word, his confeffion ſwims in tears, you tchuſe burweep © - I 2 
ako hed ut hernine edhe gre es. IS 
Wi is en water and his cyet « ; _ 
rakes06, asifhe had followed his, ojizly formers the grave; 'A yas D S 
worth out bef} imitation,” fot tuly by how truththerhore Zgwid i EY 
ſowis for finine; by fo ttuch the more <ralow and a. 
ag 


waterythe i 
you fhall findthiar the refor- 


fer the reformation wi beofffin. 
mations whether national or per/ ron rpg a in 
{pring'of godlyforrow,have quickly been died up,ſike 

itxa ſhort time 
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ſclveso their employments, before they had firſt humbled their ſouls, 
and ſo quickly fell back into thoſe finnes which had formerly carried 
them forth into captivity ; like thoſe who in the 2.1er 20. when Ged 
had broken their yoke from their neck, ſaid they wonld net tranſgreſſe, 
reſolved they would doc-ſo no more, bucfor want of deep and. ſolid 
humiliation, upon the firſt occaſion that offered it {clf, did Apoſtarize 
cotheir former Idolatry. For of old time Ihave broken thy yoks, and 
burſs thy bounds, and tho [aidft, I will not tr v4 when upon every 
ah bill, and nuder every green tree, thou playing the barlit. 
The very next occafion and tempration did enſoare and betray.chem 
to-their diſavowed Idolatry.. 
The reaſon is, becauſe whea the heart is not thoroughly broken for 


franc, jc can never betruly and totally brokeo frow ſinve. Breach From 


fin, begins inthe breach For fin; and where the firſt breach is not made, 
the ſecond cannot follow. The faulc of the firſt ConcoRion isnot men- 
ded inthe ſecond... | 

And therefore, benemr'd Forthics, you haye caken tlierightcourſe 
io your Parliameataric Aſſembliesto begin your publike reformations: 
with publike humiliaione.. - An bleſſed be our.God, andblefied be. 
our King, and bleſſed be you forit. - 

Bur give melcave,] beſeech you, humbly co offer it to your copfide> 
rations,whether a day beenough to confeile, and bewaile the finne of 
England ? ny" who hath robbed all che neighboring-nations of 
their maſter- fins : France of her bgbrweſſe, Spaine of her pride, Geraws- 
»3.ofher druwkguneſſs, [taly of ber revenge, and Venice of ber wanton- 

eſe, &c. Whether a day be enough to bewail the Sabbath-breaking 


the adulteriesof Exglana, the pride and wantnneſſe, and 
rel of bread "= ſecurity and formality of England. 


” +) - 
«a 


Dh te { 1c! 
day.ſuthcieat 


, 
% 
\ 


S -wþb + 


5 33% A —_— $&. : y 
þ- » »* | -# j's4 17, Wb 
x OE . & = &: pe Ee 
buy 4 | G wi $6 # = a 
Z 4 4 . 
Lf 32 P47 FOR oe - 


vv = 4 
a 


God? 


— 


The ſecond Sermon. 


mt —— 
— — 


13 


| Andyerone thing more let me remember you of;here Exraconfeſ. 


ſes theizfarhers fin,as well as their owne, chap. g. ver, 7. Sincethe day .. 


of owr fathers webave beenin « great trefaſſe, 

Men and Bretbren, thereis fin of our fathers, which-we their-chil- 
dren (lamafraid) were never yet chroughly humbled for; the ' blood 
(1 meanYthatwas ſhedin Queen <Afary's dayes, which hath been 
either not atall, or but licle bewailed in our publike confefſion;; the: 
Popery then, and the dregsof'it ever fince that hath been in our bow- 
els, hath not yer been purged out by ſolemn Confeſſion and Humili- 
ation, Gods Kalendars are full of theſe red Letters, che Saints Hohi- 
dyes but owr Sinful/-dajes,wherein ſuch a Martyr,and ſuch a Marrys 
did ſuffer ; ſuch a day was Cremer burnt, and ſuch a day did Lati» 


aver ſuffer, and ſucha day did Bradford | go 
there might be a day appointed by-publike command, for the Nation 
tO [bed tears for the bloodthar [was then or at anytime ſince (bedin 


our nation, wherein we might ſolemnly humble our ſouls before God 
forrhar fin, and intreatthe Lordto take the blood which/yes upon our 
heads and lay it upon ourheerr:f; left while we build the. of 
the Martyrs, and not bewail their blood, we bear witnefle againſt our 
ſelyes,that we are thechildrenof them which killed the P and 
all the righteous blood ſhed in Eng/exd,from the firft Reformation to: 
this preſeac eime , be requiredof this generation, 

But Ihumbly ſubmit his to your graver- wiſdoms, and confidera« 
tions, while I proceed rothe ITY 

Second Rule; 


tothe ſtake, &c. Oh that 


Reformation muſtbe Yaoverſall, Al the wives, with ſuch az are born 2, Rule... 


oftbems, there muſtnor be & wife or a childe diſpenſed wirhall, inthis 
publike Reformation. Lec yours be ſo, I beſeech you, reform _— 
all perſons and callings; reform the Suche of uhm in- 
feriour Magiſtrates, that owr officers may be peace, and our exatiors 
Righteonſneſſe, that Imdgement may ran down like « and [wftice 
like many Waters.Reform the Church, go" into tbe Tewple;(the Lord 
isgone before you) and as he bath done, ſodo you, evertbrowthe 
Tables of theſe -changers, whipout thew that bay aud ſell,;chat 
buy Livings, and ſell Souls;that make two orthzee- cures of Souls no» 
thing buta macter of mercenary exchange. . . 

you willcturn a fide with me, I will ſhew you a-neſt of unclean 
A | v3, hs 
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that handled the Law knew me not , the' Paſtours alſo tranſgrefſed _ 


' gainſt me: The Prophets prophefied by Baall, and walked after things 


that do not profit . You hayethe Clergie of 1/r4el here diſtinguiſhed 
into four claſles or orders, and eyery one of theſe had their peculiar fin, 
diametrically oppoſite toltheir callings; there were the Priefts, whoſe 
office it was toofter ſacrifice, and to exquire whether God were 4ngry 
or pleaſed, whereabout God was, weer amo them, or rewoved from 


 thein, 


Iſa. 56.12, 


- Secondly, the Sersbes,whoſe proper work it was to handle and ex- 
ponnd the Law. - | TIT | | 
Thirdly, Pa#ors, whoſe proper work it was, to inflrni3and exbert 
the people in wayes of godlines, $7 
Fourthly, the Prophers,whole peculiar funRion it was,ro foreſee aud 
prophefic of things to come ,inche name of the Lord, _ Airs 
And their four fios are herealo cxpreſied, the Priefts were ſectre, 
God might go whether he would for all them, he might be beeweene 
the Chernbins, or upon the thr: (held, or wpon the mountains, angry or 
pleaſed,they cared nor, the Priclisaid not, Fhere i the Lord? . - 
The Seribes, they were sgnorent, they knew ot God,nor his Lawes, 
they werenot able to give a rightexpoſitionof the law of God, wit- 
neſle cheir falſe gloſſes they had put upon the. commandments, -re. 
proved and correRted. by our Saviourin the fifth of Afarthew, They 
that bandled the Law, knew me not. of 2481 
Prophanneſſe inthe Paftowrs, they thatſhould have taught Obedis- 
ence,by their DoRrine,and bytheis Lives, were skilfall only co teach 
Rebellion in I/ree/. They would firand drink all day atthe Tavern or 
Alchouſe, till they were eycn ready to burſt, Come, faid they, wewil 
fetch wine and fil our ſelves with ftrong drink and one drunken meeting 
begatanather,and tomorrow (hallbe as this day,and much moreaban- 
dents Thus the fins ofthe Teachers, were the teachers of Sine 5 The 
Pattonr: tranſgreſſed againſt me. : | 
| poantFrhncQ te, ts in the Prophets, they pleaded for Bae), 
propheficd jn the name of Baa, and c4nſed the ' people to forget the 
ame of God, for Baal, ler. 23.27. 7he Prophets: prophefied by Baal, 
and walked after things that could not Les This wasthe Clergy of 
Iſrael, And if ſuch you find in the Glergy of England { andoh that 
you'wauld make diligent ſearch after them ) ſpare them nor 1 be- 
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Will you ſpare Thieves and Robbers? Look intotheir houſes, and 
there you ſhall find the bread of chepoore andhuogry. 

Will you ſpare murderers, look under their skirts, and-there you ; 
ſhall find the bloud of Innocents, yearhe bloud of heir ſouls. | 

Phyficians ſay,thar that Phyfick which onely firs the humours, and 
does not carry themaway,leayes the body worſe then it found ir, -': 

You have flirred many of theſe malignant humours, if your phy+ 
fick be not ſtropg enough to purge them our, conſider, I beſtech yoo, 
in what a davgerous condition you leave thisbody policike, 

And'yer I muſt norſpeak withour a diſtintion, ſome have fioned 
Cir maybe ) /cauceddy, whom iforherwile, able and diligent, Foom- 
mend to your wiſdomeand c 

Others ( and that moſt ) have ſmned Jeduoinglys Prieſts and lefuir 
could neyer be more deſperate, Iam ſure they might have beene leſſe 

: theſe have been bronghe up fromtheir infancy in RomiſhIdo- 
, and imurthered 


atry,and crueltie ; they have finnedagainſirheirlight 
the principles which they have ſucked in with x c morhers mitke, 


Hephmiand Phinchas neyerwere more vilethen theſe ſornnies of Be/ral, 
ſpare them not, Ibeſeech you, no though theyſhould cronch and 
cringe,and worſbip ou;as much asthey have done their highakars, 
andyow and ſweat never eo do ſoagain; beleeye them not forwhac 
Nebwchad-nexzar ſfaidto his Magitians, Dar. 2, 8; thatrmay I fay'of 
theſe men, /t i bur to gain rhe tinge of you; when the Parliament iodone 
they will be drunk again, vile again, and idolatrous again ; inſulc over 
the poore people, andjecre youto your faces,” * © * 

'Ekaow menwiillcricvur, Aferrve, AMercic; bur ohinio ereien- 
grind poore ſoul;furh merci will deburhn/mut dey, 10 *-Iper 
-- »Confideriemenand brethren, if you leave bebiode you's vodly, 
farbfull able ——_—— they wks baild upon-your ation,ſothac 
bes erg en yr 


— you re mrandeteks wals ofrheew 
ra 

lung aprophant; cy der 

: again; ybu will findeall your labourand coſt carriedaway, as 


A Aw if ever you come to op robes 
Toyota efle and and wefrk _ will 


Jer, 2, 34» 
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their guilt upon your own ſouls. You remember what the Prophet 
. _ Ahab, 1 Kings 20.42. Becanſe thon haſt let go ont of thy band, « 
an whew I appointed to ntter deftruiion, therefore thy life ſhall go for 
biz bfe, aud thy people for his people, Ah Brethren, I would ws, nt 
youredeem their lives, with your own heads their blood be upon 
their own pates, their wickednefle beupon their own ſouls; but upon 
the King,and Parliament, and the Kingdom, let there be Righteoul- 
nefle and peace foreyer from the Lord, 
Take away out ofthe houſe of God, the Lame and blinde ;the lame 
in their loves, and the blinde in their deBrine, whom Gods ſoul hates. 
Reform the Univerfities, which we may complain, asthe menof 
Terichs d1d oftheir habiration 3 Kings 2. 19.The cxmations pleaſant, 
but the water 1 naught, and the ground barren: ſome have been caſt- 
ing in their poy/ou youcaltin ſalr,chat thoſe waters may be healed, 
and there may not be from Son more death or barren lend. 
Reformthe Cities, reformthe \ pany merenggr — of 
Leaming; reform the Sabbath, reform the Ordinances, the _—_ 
of God, 8c. Alas, Fathers and Brethren, Ipitty you, and ( as we 
25 Ican) | ſhall pray for you; you haye more work to do —_ 
ſpeak, Snot Godeof lacob be with 


Give me leave onely to preſent to you the Epitome a 
D—_— your ODEON work, ſfumm "dup by ur Saviour, Matthew 5.i3. 
wor planted, fball be rooted 


= ad wer feature rn of number and extent. 
Every plant, beit mh dl of though it be never ſo like a flower, 

it ſeems as beaurifull asthe Lilly, which Solomon io all hisrober 
pains mr ray ,whctheric be or perſon, order, 

pub yonm Fre et jounaſ lo look os 

mu to it, not to 
Et: 

ney gm; | 
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Spaniſh Hiſtory, of the Inhabirants of Biſcay, who bearing a nacurall 
Ancipathy againſt Biſhops (on what ground he do's not informe us) 
when Ferdinaxd the King came to them, accompanied with the 
Bifbop of P anopelnne they aroſe inarms, drave back the B;opand ga- 
chering together all the duſt whereon his Mule had trod, they thre w 
DE meuks frat tr np Mo 
You ma} e of this ps y way | , In your 
Reformation » Take away eb che yery roor, ... Pot avrs 
inwhich it hath unhappily grown and proſper'd thusloog; Alcars, 
Crofſes, Crucifixes, withallthe craſh of Popiſh Ceremonies, O:ders 
| and Ordinances whatſoever, which may be found in your wiſe and 
_—_ enquiry, to haye miniftred fatnefle and luſt to this curſed 
Weeds | 


. The third Rule. 


This Reformation muſt be done by the rexwing of Covenant ; ne- 
: ver was ſolemne Reformation but by ſoleus Covenant, A Covenant 
& the bond and ſcale of Reformation, 2s Gods Covenant with us is the 
bond and ſeale ofhis mercie and truch : thar by rwo inumuteble thing, 
=_- his word and his oath, i» which is is impoſſible for God to bye we mi 
| have ffrong conſolation. Bur this was tolidly proved, and prudennly 
: limiced, and lively by thoſe Revert oibes. whom your 
wiſdome ſcleRed for the late worke of Humiliation. I ſhall 
crave leave toadde one confideration more,to what was then deliyer= 
ed,and that out ofthe plarforme here before us, 
This Covenext here, wasnot a Covenant filently firuck up, berween | 
Sod and eyery mans Conſciencein ſecter, yhile they were preachi : 
and praying; bur after thoſe duties were finiſhed, they did binde þ 


— "* 


3. Rule. 
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88 /abcribet; and /ealtd; nnd if that benot enough; you miy- finde 
WO fg meh onal ikethe Lanes oe Metevent 
JE | Perſians, unakerable, verſe 29. And this was not dojie.in # lumpe, 
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4 Rule. 


* T. ee "% Co 
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wardregiſtred intheir book of Chrowicles, as you may ſee inthe fol- 
lowing [apoda fromthe firſtco the 29, woe: . 

' Ohthat you would be pleaſed to take it into your moſt grave con- 
Gderation,, whether ſuch a Covenant ag inſt Poperie, and Sabbath 
prophanation, 2s yerſe 3], or the tolleration of cither, be notnecel- 
fry to ſet up, asan Iron wall, and gates of Brafſe, againſt all the 
incounters and invaſions of Reme, and hell, that both Rouſes of Par- 
lament, with the Magiſtrates and Miniſters of the land ; -( and if ir 
may ſceme goodinyourecyes) the whole Kingdome might /wb/cribe 
and ſcale 4 Covexevt, to enter into a curſe, and into an oath, verſe 29. 
neyer to endeayour the ſetting upof Popery avy more, or.co admic of 


'Papiſis into places of $kill and cruſt in Church and Common-wealth ; 


thac what ſome would haye done in mockery, may now be done in 
good earneſt ; as ſome would haye made an Oath againſt Poperie, 
on purpoſe (ic may be) to have brought in Popery; fo now there 
may be a ſre Oathand (ovenent made, which through the grace 
and goodneſſe of our God, may keep one Poperie, from invading us, 


: @rour children forever, 


| Wehaye a covenanting God, 2 covenanting Chrift, the (uvexant 
is written. in the b/ood of the ZLambe, and ſcaled with the two broad 
fealt of the Sacraments; Now therefore. Jet us inthis kinde be aco- 
venanting people, let us write, and ſcale, and ſwearea Covenant, and 
hang ic up before-the Eord, among the great Records and Monu- 


hg Icometo:the fourth Rath... 


Fourthly chi Ref be punituall, And lt it be done ae« 
cording to the Law: This Lay was then nothing elſe bur Godsown. 
iapediate command, while he held che goveramen ofchis-people in 
his own hand. DAE 1: 4718 Av hv | 

And therefore, where the Laws are made by men, ſubje&-ro mi. 
take anderrour, who.are ſhoxrt fighted, a cannot fore-ſee 
all the inconveniences of furure emerpencie : Reformationmuli not be 
done onely according to the Lew, but there mult be a Reſormuation al 
ofthe Laws themſelves, when need requires, FW 
_ Reformers mu} tothe Law aud tothe Teſtimony, tothe counſels and 
oracis of God.n his word, 1{rbey fheak ner, and-do not errerding to- 
b1&w C: ob 
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> : this word, it is becanſe there is no briwthew, Icis for want of Goſpel FA 3. 20, 
light, if chey doe nocreforme ing to Gefpel rules; And therefore | 
I beſcech you in ED take _— along with you, As 4 c 
la vs pr feet, and als 5. a aths . F 
Al wa concerning Religion may be reduced to this dichor 4 
DoArineand Diſcipline, now lopeforningefekher: I beſeech youre 'F 
paireto the word,and from thence take unto your ſelyes ſuch ſound and bd; 
ſolid Principles as ſhall fleere your courſesthrough'this grear ſea, fo as | veſ 
you maynotdaſhupontherocks nor ftrike upon the quidklands of # 
hereſic and ſuperſticion. | a 
Now in matter of DoQtrine, Kay ſhould aske with Pilere, 10h.18. | f 
33. What 5; truth? give me leayeto furniſh you = a fewPrixciples 


among many, whereby asb rn uos vr? tp eee tmbe hp 


way Hs as He" eo difti 
from the vileerrereand Ber of <A 
The a diborery of Cold Trmh fas That which 
makes moſt for the ex of God, and abaſing the creature ; this 
being Gods great projet, 1 Corinth, 1.29. 30. ror igri dar 4 
gn exce: But arithh writes, be that ghorieth, let bins 
ry inthe Lor | 4 
Now b this Principle ou may judge of m Dotines in f 
h H—— for no tf 7 ok po Ap cicher che a 
Doine of free Eleffion pms Fey meere il nd plgfrs of of b 
a — boos chi grin hf Da ahem | 
0 wer cexe Or r Which 
presthegreac workeof Cooverfon ines the ſole Powty dnl Plagirs & 
of God, pap gy aro the Fu of the 
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_ . . m2y 1 ay, Canary ofthele vaine Bofrinezof Buperie arid 


God which an{wer: by five, let bim be God, was Ebab'srule for the dif. 
covery of the true God, 1 Kings 18, 24, that Dofrine alſo which 
anſwers by fire, let that be the rule forthe criall atid diſcovery of the 
eruch of God ; that DoQtine which hath moſi freof Holinefſe; and 
zeale in it;letthat be truth. : ;5! | 
Thirdly, tha: DoArioe hath the /wage and Swper(cription of the 
Truth upon it, which makes moft co the magnifing of the great 
mitery of godlineſſe, God manifeſt in the fi-(b, John 5.2 2.2 3. For 
the father bath committed all [ndgement to the ſon, that all menſrogid 


my 4 


honour the for, as they bonony the father, 


God had never ſuffered Adaw to haye fallen, bad ic nocbeene to: 


bring his ſonne Jeſs Chri#7, jneo the greacer reputation withthe nnes 
of men ; Now which conduces to chis end moſt, cicher the Do- 
Qrine. of. Free, wi{, or the DoQine of free grace ," laſtiScationby 


works, or Inftification by faith alone : thac Do&rine which-makes- 


faith the rwacter of Taftification, or that which makesfaich ebe 5ſbra- 
went oyely, layiog hold upon the righteonſneſſe of Chreft, imputed by 
Godumothe beleeyer? thatDoRrine which makes Chrift '« perfet# 
Sayiour, or that which wakes him. apertial Saviour ," that. which 
ſets him vp ui one office ow-4y, or that which ſets himu inet bi: OffÞ 
es, conyincing men, of the abſgluce neceffity of Teſs Chrift, nor 
onely for. the pardey of /inne, but for the congueſt and ſubdning of 
Guue ? ; wes Tout _ way =" ws 
f Fourchly, Ther.s, rracb, which ſerves moſt to (ettle and eftabliſ 
the beartsof Gods people inthe afſurexce of Godriove; and ro fill ther; 
with peage. and. wy in beletving,, Heb. 6.18. God is aboundantly 
willing that the hceiresof Prowiſe ſhould have firong conſolation Now 
which is moſt Iikely co doe this to purpoſe , that Doctrine which 


icaches the anchangeableneſſe of the Content, ( avinthe fore=quored: 


ace, Heb. 6.18. )orthar, which texchetbcthe Hity' of ro 
be ual! alliug away fem Once, Tin Doan wing v Nel 
/wa Chrift bath Hatiifi 


d God bis father for all fiane,: or that which 


ceacheth- that Chriſf bath 4 for origh onty,- and | 
ceacherh- tub farified pony d leaves 


 mpke his oyun peace with God foraltnell? - 
Can at of the vanity of the Gentiles canſe ravne-f: Tor, 


man to 


rd onedrop of comlorr 19 refteſh hi; thitfly; gaping ſoul? 
nay verily, miſerable comforrers. axe they alls: but TIT = 
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Arines [ may ſay with che Propher, ite oy me you draw water our 


of theſe wels of ſalvation, Ilai. 32.3. | 

Bur the gieaceft difficuley will be concerdmg Dilciplive and 
Church-government; for, viz ilielxchrywe, bows choſe nohappy 
diſputes, and conflits , and divifions , "which have in; this latter 
age of the Chriſtian : world miſerably tone and difiaged- the 
Church. . 

Bur berein alſo tothe Law, and tothe ofa goers the Word 
for found W597 Wh RI hs Pom wm dark emo y{uuy 
great and laboripus work. 

For my part, I could be content with Caloine-to ſfaile 6ver” 20; 
Seas, to _— diſtioR plar forme of Eyangelicall Diſcipline, in 
allthe bra arid circumſtances thereof ;; bur-becauſe this 'worke 
_— a yaſt latitude;: orgs -ſelfe _ _ 

.one generally mnde, de to'con &- 
cher the poſi in thoſe words, 1 Cor, II, 16: He have no ſuch 
enftome,uer the Churches of Chrift ; makenorthe cajtore and pre- 
ie ofthoſe Charches, whicti are mo} pare ind Orthodex-,:aleading 
Prefident = unaty 19 mnEr = in: the: - ankiweby Serry 

h ; [| wit m:ſmetwe doc 2S MAWILH BN 
capes Ay yon ace to beautie ES al- 
{o, a aniformity- in: ds T humbly leave-co wiſdome to 
judge, while Iberake my Goel lat niger which ariſaFiory 
_ words of wy (C3. 
hs , wal Now: fr wha | 

"- Eifly,thereforeRefwanes be 4 radia 
miabscounſell, ſo itwas Ezra Pindyet the 5. and-verſethe 
&. Then aroſe Exra,thes; thacis, he uſed no delay, he wentpreſent- 

lyabeuethe worke, he knew it was good firiking while the iron was 
oo _—_— en people wer now #good emer, eg 
Exrahad deferredit i 
— have riſenz. The: Ro Jada would 
arr 5-yarrE' Have grown more and 
aswemay ſe in thatfadinflance, Jer..q2.-fromthefytverie tothe 
fifth verſe, where may ſre a people that came xed«hoers Jererniab, 
one would have veſolucion,; tow have 
followed the counſell of Ged,  bybienoub, whether 57. : were good FO 
ell $. y= powwnbflanding firſt _ inco ſhifts andexcuſes, _ = 
3. 
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lengeb quench's. 2nd bardeveld imo-flatrebellion, vw contradiQion, 


foriothe 43, Chap. 2. 3. they pretend chat ie was nor the word of 


God, thirzhey ſhould noe goe to ſojourne in Egypt. The Lord bath 
wot ſoken ute thee ſajing , Gee not, &c.. nonor Jeremiah neither ; 
they-wauld faine Harter him, as if he were a more milde: andmode- 
rate man, and would neyer havegi enſuch counſell, had henot been 
ſet onby Barach that young paſſionate Hor-ſpurre, who for want of 
his preferments, ſought the ruine and deſolationof the whole Kiog- 
dome, indeliveringthem into the hands ofthe Babylonians, tharthey 
wight puecthem to death ; but at length when theſe fig-/eaves could 
ſerve nolopper to cover their nakednedle, bur they muttneeds be con- 
vinc%, jt wasthe very meſſage, which the Propher brought from he 
lipsof God, i in the he 44-( bop. 16. verſe, they embolden and imbrazen 
theenſelves into do refuſals andrebellion;- 

fs "19 er which the baſt pekenite ne mibe name of the Lord, 


", Azifthey ſhould b bave ſaid, beit Barxch, orbeit Jeremy, or be 
it God bimſelfe, it is all one, we will not obey this meflage, we 
; Willnotbe ſuch foolks:o fiay: here, and'have our throats cur by 

Ion mcarmpere ens will hife for _— Egypt willwe go, 


ia ,orthou,-:or God; whatyou 
ET Honourable Worthies, be cautioned, 1 beſeech 
youby ſuch a dreadull, and Rartling inftance;” and rakethee firſt op. 
portunitics and adyantages in this great and ſolemn work in hand .Afew 
arc mutable, and aries indyffrions, and length of time will 
fletound coole mens firita, there is diecle.ger-by deleyer; unlefle it be 
#nfitneſſennd 5 And therefore T-beſeech you, 'rake'the 
wow for che diſpatch,and ofthe Kingdomes tare; ELetve as 
ors rs nee of it for many Ic yasour miſery, and 
(w  provalence) our ruine, chat 
rw xr yr Arn nero Tinene mae cape fe 
wn | es ns enced of our firtrefarmation;' | 
. 1We will therefore lace De fears," iſthis prefent 
nitie; dye jn your aqd. the work belifeawperiee, 'atleaſt 
mg | hs > 35c{s 219559 © .9%; yh JOY SI9TW 2/197 1. 
- and theneioce ivy brackos, jury calier ri 
& falltothework xe ſdonerthe enfiex;> 317 2270 


Had yet ns? 194th more bateghen ood; heed; -whar you dot, ' doe 


with 
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- [veich d:liberation;) and coanſcll: and /hewho iz Wanderful, Conn. 


- Jelldur, The roer laftivg\ Parker; The Pronevof Prxre\ be wich you. 
t Deliber andum ef din,” qued  ftarwradum: eſt [emel, That which' is 
once done, neyer to be undoney had need to be done with matureſt 


<confultarion..” res HO In ſaid the'Ppitcer,... 

and ſo we interpret your tay; and the fuſpenſionof oureupeRtations, 
ar elſe our eyes would faile, -andour hearts faine inJooking upward: 
'orlely I (peak to wiſe men who know that coxnfell vs 79m pgs. 
Mets expodition may ftandrogethert 

" Phave now(done with the tales, giverne leave to preſent. you with 
4 motive crews, and Thavedone withthis parrot che 

The Text willeffordrixſe alſoour of ſome of thoſe obſerrations 


"Traiſe in boa entrance. *" 
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a 1 

is at his wewve may o | 

his beams of ſweet, warms, and previews influence athome, like the 
Lx#» tothe creatwres, or the raito the new morn grefſe. 


> Morte, Of theſe thas tremble at thecommendment of our God. The ſuits and 
cries oftremgbling bearts that tremble at ſinand wrath, © «ſtrong mo 
z6ye to Gevernears1 to put onto Reformation. 

Donot the petitions of the trembling of God chrong i in upon 
you from all lpertzof che Kingdome, Cities, Countreys, articular 

? and ey, areca par the for, bas 
; Fon the Lords ſake take. he 0 Mercer the civil 
ST lkoe chat lye upon our ſhendders ; the pirieual burthens (cſpeci- 
ally) that lye upon our Conſciences. The yoke which neither we nor 
, our fathers are able tobeare, Down with Ceremonies and up with 
» pave Ordinances, down with formality, and {ctup the power of Godl;- | 
,veſſe ; rake away the cheſfe and give us wheat ; ( for what is the 
* chaſfe tothe wheat ? )take away -andgive us ſubſt ANCE! ; IC- || 
; " move from usour prophene and [cavdalons Alinifters, and give us \ 
, Paftours according t0 Gods owne bears, that ray reveale unto us the 

| , whale town/el of God; Reſiore the S<bbuth with allthe or Ainences 


P "vt; to its parity a that our eyes may ſee »leſav ChrifF 11 £ 
, in trinmph in the anidſt of our Congregations; Oh pitic our ſouls, 
"our Wives ſouls, Our ( 1s ſouls, our | Saree ſouls ; pitic our 


+: Men and Breehren, theſe cries cerrepeoorie Heavens, and entre 
letthem.exter into your. earer, 
bearts , ler ER rroubled 


Eee noo nh pps the 
have /wnk or. ſwam for ought;they care, Popery php 
falſe Religios, orno Religion, Aheiſtne, Barbarilme, ai 
might have oyer-runthe Ki dome likean tion,and they 
Gelio heve cared for none of theſe things; io. cpm Ay 
they, would;and done wharthey lift... :/ bd 
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They arethe tremblersro whom we are beholding under God, and 
the King, thatall is notrun into ſad and difmall confuſion, 

Aud therefore, holy Brethren, doe you reſemble your holy God, 

who with his owne mouth hath promiſed, //aieh 66,2. To thi man 
will ] looke, what manis this ( think you ) that God will look to of all 
the menia che world ? ſurely ſome great wan, ſome mighty man! no, 
even to him that is poore and of a contrite ſpirit, and that trembler at my 
word : Mark yee, he dothnot ſay co this Kingdome, or to this Ciric, 
or this Congregation, or this Family, but to rh@ man, &c. So that 
if there be but one in a family,or one in a City, or one in a Kingdome, 
that eremblesatthe word of God, that trembles 'at the word of com- 
ward, leaſt he ſhould firne again?F it ; that crembles atthe word of 
threatning, caſt ic ſhould fallwpon him; that rrembles at the word of 
promiſe, leaſt he ſhould fal fort of it, as Heb. 4. 1, In a word, that 
trembles at fin, becauſe contrary to God; and trembles at wrath, be- 
cauſe contrary to a people, Levit. 26. 40. God will have reſpetto 
that man, when he will oyerlook, and deſpiſe whole Cities and King. 
domes of ſecure and carnall wretches, 

Will God look towards one trembler, oh do you look towards 
thoſe many, thatthrong your ſacred Senate with their prayers and 
rears for reformation; that by your picry and compaſſion chat may 
be accompliſht towardsthem, thatGod hath promiſcd in 1/aiah 66. 

» verſe. Hear the wordof the Lord, yee that tremble at his word, your 

ethren thathated you, that ca you ont for my names ſake, ſaid, 
tet the Lord beglovified, (curſed Hypocrites, while they perſecuted 
Gods people, pretended Gods gry) but good newes follows, He 
ſhall appear to yoar joy, and they (ballbe aſhamed. . 


Caſſander,a man that was Pontificialienough, writing to Ferdinend 11 conſult. 


thefirſt, and Maximilian the ſecond about reformation, among 
other conſiderabie paſſages, doth i 


, ing afide their own wills, and hearkening to the cries andcantions 
,of the Godly, will reform abuſes according to the rule ofthe word. 
- . Thirdly, may youpleaſctocaſt your eyes upon the fourth verſe, 
and Twill leave you inyour'own thoughtsro create to your ſelves 2 
coublemotrive, ' bY 

: Exyas duty, andthe Princes andpeopletaſſiſtance,lt belongs tothee, 
wealfowil be withihee : it belongs to thee, the work is Geds, and 
OY ETRee E - 
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its rig docy to do it, Honorable Senators, Iet me beſpeak you inthe 

fame language,ir is a good work you are about, a g/eriow work, that 

may i#vite; but it belongs unto you this may command. Itis vor arvi- 

crary whether you willretorm or no, God, and the King, and the 

people, have called you forth from the ſeverall parts of the Kiogdome 

co this great work, ſo thatincumbit wereſſitas, a neceſſity i laid &pon 
#, 4nd wor be to yon if youreform not, | 

Therefore ler me beſpeak yon, as Mordecas did his necce Efther: 
the Queen, thatsf you altogether bald your peace at this timee,, then ſhall 
th:re enlargement and deliverance ar{e to the people of God from ano- 
ther place, God can doe his work without/a Parliament, butthacis 
dreadfull chat follows, yo# and your Fathers houſes ſhall be deſlreyed; 

ou ſhall ruine your ſelycs, and your poſterity tor ever ; butif you 
ſhall indeed fall co the work in goodearne(Bt, with reſolutions and af- 
feions ſutable to ſo honourable a deſigne, God ſhall build your 
houſes, and blefſe your poſterities, and make your name as a precious 
perfume to all ſucceeding generations, ſo that you ſhall be called the 
repairer of breaches, and the reFtorer of deſolate places ts dwell in, 

We alſo will be with thee, 

The Nobles will be with you, the People with you, Dfiimifters will 
be with you, enow with you; the wiſdome will be to know, whoſz 
helpe rotake ; for you ſhall have Tobias and Sexballats, and &c.with 
you, that will offer their helpe in building the Temple, But take 
heed whar you doe, their aime is to hinder the work, not to farther 
its accept not of;mupgrell helpe,to ſo holy a work. ſuch as are er10- 
neoze in judgement, or ororns: in their lives : they that bave finned 
againſt the rule will they(chink you)reform «ccording to the rule? they 
that would not keep things up with their owne rule, (ſuch as it was ), 
doc you belecye they will cordially concurre to the wrendirgorma- 
king ofthe rate, ſuch asit ſhould be? |, d=hiico; 
 'Well.be of goad comrage, honoured Wortliies,: 4nd doe it, the 
work ncedsyour beſt $kill, and*copfidence; for it isa worke of great 
difficndtie, you will meet with many dowdts, objeiions and diſcomrage- 
aexts ; Butlet metell youone thing for your comfort, you cannot 
meet with more, efyeGrong, then Exx4, andthe Privces might have 
doae, i: this work herein hand; alas whatpleading of wives? what 
cries of children > what workings ofnatarall affeRion ? how might 
the wife have hung about the husbands neck, and haye pr: 
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» her ſelfe, 4b my deare hucband, have nxt 1 been your wife theſe many 
, Jeares, and will you now put me away ? have you ever found me diſloy= 
» ell to your bed, or diſebedient to your will? how might the children 
, have huog abourtheirtathers knees, and cryed, Oh my father, my fa- 
, ther, have you not brought meinto the world, and will you now turu me 
, looſe to ſech my fortunes? have I been a waſter of your eſtate? ora 
reproch to your family? ora rebellto your commands? In the meas 
while, how might the husbands,and fathers AﬀeQions have wroughr, 
and his heart have bled,and his ſoul been torn within him, as is pathe= 
tically deſcribed there in that ſad parting of the religious Marqueſſe 
Geleacens Caracciolus from his Lady and Children ? what arguments 
might haye been alledged againſt ſuch a thing asthis? why ic ſeemed 
co be, againſt naturall affe tion, No man ever hated his ownefleſh, 
but loveth and cheriſheth it ; (ontrery tothe Covenant, and contratt 
between man and. wife, Pray. 2. 17. attheir marriage. 

Sm to the Law of God, who ſaith, 7 bate putting away, 
Mal. 2.16, : 

Beſide how might they have m_ the difficulty of the worke, it 
had been ( it ſeems) a matter ofa long continuance, how many evill 
conſequences might have enſned, ſo many wives and children to be 
turned a begging ? what grievous marmuring of friends and kindred 
might it beger, 

» My Ser muſt be turned away, might one ſay, and another, my 
, Neece and ber children muſt bethruſt out of doors to get their bread 
where they can finde it : what fearcfullceyſ#rer abroad among the 
Heathen; how might they have taken occaſion to reproach this pes- 
ple, curſe their Religion, and blaſpheme their God, ſaying, Theſe be 
,your Jewes, the onely people of God, and yet doe worſe then ever 
, any heathendid, who ever didheate of ſach a thing among us, as 
,the putting away of wivesand children, in ſo mercilefle and unnatu- 
-  ralla manner ? they prerend Religion, bue there is no morepitrie, 
, ner mercie, nor Juſtice among them, then among ſo many diyels, no 
, _ will biade them, no cords of relation or affeion will bold 
z (nem, 

How might it have hindered the converſion of the heathew, who 
, might have faid , Ifthis be heir Re/5grow, we will be no /owes ; If 
, their God teach chem ro doethus, he ſhall be ove vf our God, and 
a asthe paore Indians ſaid of the Spaniard, /fthey goo to heaven, we 

will goeto bell, E 2 Whar 
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What confuſion might ic haye occaſioned in the Conmon- wealth > 
yea, how might it have armedall the Conntricr round aboutthem, 
othat what Lacob ſay to his ſons eoneerning their cruell ſlaughter of 
the circumciſed Shecberites, mighe theſe men have objeRed againſt 
chis work. | As 
We ſhall make owr ſelves ſtink among the inhabitants of the land, «amongſt 
the Canaaxites, andthe Perizwtesr, andwe being few in number they 
ſhall gather themſeluestogether againſt ta andſlay us and thhen we ſrall 
be deftrojed, we, and onr houſes, Thele and the like objeRioos might 
have been made; but what of all thie and a thouſand times more, if 
God will haveit ſo, it mnt be done; there is no difficultie, nor obje- 
ion againſt God, Doe the work they ongbt, and therefore do the work 
they would, and let God ſhift for the reſt, and therefore Courage, 
courage, Noble Chriftians, you.hauc a gaod canſe, the C anſe of 
Chriſt, gocd Companie, muritudes. of praycrs, like Iecobs Angels 


4 going up to heaven, every day in great aſſemblics, for you; be of 


ood cheere, the enemicrof Reformation cannot pray, ſweare they 


' canandewr/ſe,theycan drinh beakbs (it may be) to your confuſion but 


pray they canner, atthe beſtcan butread prayers and ſay prayers, but 
preychey cannot, And therefore, iffuch and the like objections 
meet youinthis work, benot afraid or ſtartled, be nor faint- hearted, 
oc ſhort ſpiriced ; you have moreover, a good Captains, whoic 
preſſe money you have taken, who ſhall re{o/ve your donbry, anſwer 


your! obieous, conquer your difficulties, confound your enemics, 
crowne your endevorrs, and make you more then congueronrs, thorowgs 
bim that. bath loved you, the. L ord is gon betore you, go on 
and proſper. | 
AndthusIhave done with that branchof exhortation which con« 


cerns.this bowowrab/e aſſembly. I come now to the ſecondbranch which 


_ of refpeReevy o75 onethat (tands here before God this day, yea the whole 


tin, 


Exhorta- people of . the land, _— hath been a long time finfull England 


(as you have ſcene )andis itnot yer hopeleſſe England? Is there yet 
bipe of Peace and Paitie: berwixt the &wo Nations, who were but 
lately 1cady to dig owe awortbers graves, and toſtearh their Swords in 
one anothers bowels ; yea hopes of a more and glorions peace 
rhenever ? is there yet bopes chat the oppreſſony bal ceaſe, andthar 
the y9ake ſhall be rake» off rom our necks which weirber wenor our fa- 
thers are able 19 brare, that the Canaanite ſonll be deffreyed out of env 


land; 


IN 
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land; Is there yet boperthar our ejes 2]! /ceomy teachers, that our 
caves ſball beare a voice bebinge na, ſaying, This is the way walke init, 

when you turn tothe right hand, and when you turn to the left, Have 

we yet hope to. enjoy our Sabbaths, pure Congregations, and boely, 
ordinances ; that oureyes ſball ſee the King in bu beantie, and the 
glory of Chriſt; inouraſſemblies? Ina word,is there hopes that God 
will be pacified towards us, and bereconciledto us, and dwe/lamong 

us, and be or God, and the God of our chi/dren? orare we in 2 dreame, 
(a the people of God fiog in the 126. Pſal. firſt verſe ) are you ſure 
that England is yet alive? are youſure that there is a Parhiaement, of 
asrich, and precious hopes as ever fince England was firft called Chri. 


ftian? are you ſure,that yon are here in the preſence of God, that Iam -_ 


ſpeaking, and you are hearingthis day from heaven the things thar 
concern your everlaſting peace : oh how comesthis to paſſe chis day 
in Eng/and. that England (hould be yer alive, that was ſonexce the 
giving up ofthe Ghoſt ? free grace, free grace : whereſin bath abound- 
ed, there grace bath ſupcrabounded : but what then, ſhall we continge 
in ſin,thas grace may abound ? letevery onethat fears the Lord cry, 
God forbid, hear elſe whatan angry queſtion God doth askethat ſpa- 
red and delivered people, Ier. 7.9. lo. Fill you fteale, murder, ard 
commit adultery, and [wear falſly, and burn incente nuto Baal, and 
walk after other Gods whom ye know not, andcome aud ſtand before me 
inths houſe, which is called bymy Name, and ſay, We are delivered to 
doe all theſe abominati:ns > Oh my Chriftian brethren, look toyour 
threfores ( for Chriſis ſake ) look to your therefores, fay not in your 
heart, there is hope in ]/-e7, there is hope in Englend,now therefore we 
may to our parchefing again, we may r4/e onr rents, and hoyft the 
price + Frome now we ſhall bay cheap, and /eltdeare, now we ſhall 
grow r&b, and lay wpmuch every yeare, and get great eftates forou 
children ;: now we may wear bravecloths;and vie who ſhal: be fineſt, 


now we may eate, and drink, and take our pleaſures, fill owr ſelves with 


love and ſatufie our own laft5to the utmoſt, All danger is paſt, florms 


' areover, we now ſhall have fair weather, Doe you chus requite the 


Lord, Oh fookſh people and unkind? nay;my brethren, doe nor ſo wicks 
edly againſt the Lerd ; this isnotthe fruit which he expeRs from this 
zree of bope which he hath planted among you; theſe be cor the ther- 


foree which Chriſtians ſhould make upo preciom premiſſes; ra- 
therthere is hope iu England, now here let us put away onr m_ 
3 at. 
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that is, let us put away owr /innes, to which we have marriedonr /elues 
ſo long; letthe drunkard ſay,yer there is bope in England,cherefore let 
me put 4w4) my drunkewneſſe; the unclean perſ-nſay, x eletme 
put away my wncleaunefſe; the worldling, let me pur away wy world- 
Iymindedveſſe ; the ſecure wretch, let me pat away my ſecxritie, &c, In 
a word, let every manwrit 4 64/1 of divorce, and put away bu tufts,there 
is bepe,and therefore let us reforme, there is bope,therefore let us Rudy 
how to be more holy,to be more humble, more thankefull, more ſpi= 
rituall, more fruirfull,more uſcfull,eyery one'in his Ration, 

Though bopes come in without a therefore of former merit,and ſelf- 
preparation, they do not come in without a therefare of future [ervice 
21d reformation, I would have every one that hath the name of 
Chriſtian upon him, be afraid, left God ſhould be alcoſer by this 
metcie,leſt we ſhould diſhonour him with bis own goodneſle, 

Conſider Brethren, it had been berrer Popifts ſhould have diſho- 


noured God then Proteſtants, that the Patrons of free will ſhould 


have blaſphemed his name, then the Profeſſonrs of free grace :oh ſtudy 
therefores worthy of your hopes, for elſe 
Secondly, God may quickly ſpoyle our hopes, if God ſee us every 
one ſtudy his owne therefores, the fleſbes therefores, the worlds there. 
fares, the divels therefores, and not Chrifts, Conſider that inthe g.of 
Ezr4 I 3-14 After allthis iscomeupon us for our evill deeds, ſeei 
our God hath puniſhed us lefle thenour iniquities deſerve, and hat 
given [ach deliverance as this : Should we again break bis Commande- 
ments, &c. from whence you may obſerve comparing theſe two 
verſes together, the 8, and 9, verſes, that the unbappie ſeeds of people 
or Charches rnine and deſolations, may be ſowne in the happy ſpring of 
their revivings and emargements, You ſhall figde in the Booke of 
Indgesthat the people of 1/rgel after theirjgreat deliverances, aud re- 
ſcucs from captivity, fell quickly backtotheir wonted prophawene (ſe 
and Idetatry, to doe evil inthe/ght of the Lord, and God as quickly 
hada rod, aſconrge, a whip, a Tyrant to plaguethem ; three times you 
ſhall find ic in the third, and beginnivg ofthe fourth chapters of ludges 
The children of |ſrae! didevil again in the ſight of the Lord,chap. 3. 7. 
and £ 2,and chap. 4.1. and Gad wanted nor an oppreflor, a perſccu- 
tex to {courge,and (cowge them witha.l. F331; 
Firſt, Cu/hen-Riſbathains, ver,$, and whenibe was gone, an Egon, 
ver. 12. and whea he was taken away, 8 Iabin, chap. 4. 3. and akes 
in 


} 
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him «a»other and aworber, till at length God removyed them our of his 
preſence. The begining of Saſomons reigne was the moi glorious 
time that ever Iſrael ſaw, when ſurely, ifever,they might have promi- 
ſed chem(clyes ſecure and unchangeable proſperity ; and yer Salomon 
falling away ,and the people with him, that /a»ſhine began quickly ro-be 
elouded,and their g/ory to be eclipſed, 1 Kings 11, 14.The Lord ftwr 
np an adverſary mnto Salomon, Head the Edomite, And he hve 
his Ido/atry, God increaſed his adverſaries, for,verſe the 2 3.God ftir- 
red np another adverſary, Rezon the ſonne of Eliadab, Brethren,if our 
hope ſhould come-+in and our comfortrevive upon us, let us not think 
our ſelycsſecure,letusnotiay with Agag, Swrelythe birrerneſſeof death 
5; over, the work will goe on alone, Imay take my pleaſure: forif God 
| ſee us ſtudying our own unworthy and finfull ends, arid not his holy 
and ble ſed aimes, God can quickly ftirre up adverſaries againſt us,0ne 
after another, God can quickly ſend T#yk and Pope againſt us z God 
can raiſe up Spaine or France as an adverſary to us; Yes, how eafily 
mzy God let in«» eviiſþiris among our ſelves that may divide the ewo- 
Nations the two houſesof Parliament; yeathat may divide che King 
from the ſubjeA, and the SubjeAs among themſelves, people againſt 
le, Miniſters 2gainſt Miniſters, Countrey »gaint Counrey-inn 

wofull and deſperate confuſion. | 

Inthe 22. /o/5..1$. See whata ſpeedy execution of wrath there is 
feared upon the ſetting up of a ſinful altay (a3 they conceived )chough 
they had but newly taken poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, fairtiJo/ane, 
eAndit willbe, ſetiny je have rebelledagainff the Lord to day, tomor- 
row be will be wroth agamſ} the whole Congregation of 1ſvaet,” quick 
work indeed ! ro day iv, and to morrow wrath, Oh thac we could be. 
ſo holily jealous ofthe wrath of God, to feate leſt rh# deyes fu might 
turn our pteſent joy IT — _ | 
-** Butyoitwill ſurely ſay; 7ws but exe, things- ma well caough ObjeZ. 
forallme God Cache oieafier nie in kurt noud Ievetinorruoable - 
toy ſelf, what 1doe will neither heſpe nor hinder. 34 
' "Whothen, if not thou 7 if none riced to reforme, chat is bur one, 1»/w. 
who ſhall reforme? | 

'Secondly,bur know, I beſeech you, thatove mans fin may hinder - 
they welfare of an whole Kingdome: conſule that emphacicall place, ;.. /... ,. 4 
Becky. 9.1aft.#3/domeic better then weapons of warre, i, e Wiſdoms — 
willdo more chen mery weepons of warre; one wile Parliament, or 
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one wiſe man in a Parliament ora Kingdom may doe more for the ſafe- 
tic ofa Kingdome, then an whole «rmie, and legions of ſouldiers ; but 
that is dreadfull which followes, orb munch good, All 
thatweapons, and wi/dome it (elfe can do,fiv, and the fig but of exe, 
1 may ſuddenly deftroy, one drunkard, one Sabbath-breaker, one adul= 


kX 
pp ge fi | | 
_- RJ,-2, 1-1, terer, one Apoliate, may in one day pull down that, which a whole 
HE uh Prrige Parliament hath been in building many weeks,,, Aches was but ove, 
on.drr the Syn Se 
cifar. perfor v AXoſerto God,) Nam. 16.7 2. end wilt thon be wroth with the whole 


* and yet hetrexbled the whole hoſt of Iirael, Shal/ one man fin, ( aies 


Congregetion? Moſerunderſtood the myſterie,and knew tharche con- 

_ of Cereh might have been the confuſion of [reel had nothe 
in the gap. ; 

T but you will ſay, there be mesy wicked men, yea many wicked 


Obj.2. Miniſters too, and yet for all that the Kingdome is not defiroyed? 


Whar God does by yercue of his free grace, is notice, or obligation 
Avſw,1, upon God, that he ſhould do ſo fill, you ſee one mans fin beth bees, 
and therefore it w«y be ſtill theloſſe of a Kingdome;and if ehox ſhould.. 
eſt bee that owe, oh whenthie Parliament ſhould break up, and fire and 
ſword over-run theland, in the midſi of ſuch ſad ——_—_ azd 
confufions how wouldſt thou look, when God and conſcience ſhall 
rell thee, as the Prophet there tels thoſefilthie prieſts, This herb been 
by your meancs, Hal. t. 9. This hath beenby thy weans,thon wearer, 
thou drunkard, thou unclean perſon, I might have had my Church ill 
in England, ifit had not been for ebee,the Parkewent might haye been 
an bappie, and glarions Parliament,if it had not been for thee,oh briog 

not upon your ſelves the bloud of a whole Kingdome, 

Secondly, butſu through free graze, God ſbould not ſuffer 
ehy ſinne, to divert his gracious purpoſe, and blaſt our hopes: yer 
thou ſhalr be never the better for allthe good chat God ſhall doe. to 
h,when Chriſt is ſet upin his Ordinances,andthe Lord ſhall reigi 
gloxionſly among his Saints, cow /&4/t ner (ee it, or if thou doe, Hſercie 
it ſci ſhall awdee tbeo:that is the thing I would baye you conſider and 
tremb'e at, Nowe but the purged andthe refined ones ſball be ableto fend 

before the approach of mercie,; For inſtance, ſee Hal.';. 2. But who ma 
abide the day of bis comming? and who foall fland when be appeareth? 
Who foal be able to endure it? What day? what comming? what ap- 
pearance? Surely not his coming iw his flaming fire to render yengeance 


upon. 
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dure thic coming : for we ſee how the yery report of it erowbled Herod, 
and pat all Jeruſalem into an uproare, Matth, 27, and in proceſſe of 
time, how tbe preſence and preaching of Chrift dd feortch and blaſt: 


thoſe Cathedrall Priefts, that uohallowed: generation of Seriber and; M 


Phariſees; and perſeQed theirrebellion into that wwpeardonable ine, 
ag4inft the holy Ghoſts Ina word, irisnoc Iwdgrivent onely; bucwer- 
cie it ſelfe,that will awdee a people whom the wp of Gods Salys- 
tion doth fiadeand ſertle in their ſecuritie,and wiltull 
mation. Therefore reforme, 1 beſeech you, ler Evglendreforme; let 
every onereforme himſelf andhis family Lerthat which coinesgood 
newesfrom the Parliament houſe; goe up 'goodinewesto heaven; as 
you would have Parliament: reformation, make" ivy ow earth, fo lec 
wationall, and perſonal reformation make 5oy in heaven; Oh if ic might 
be reported in heaven that Englandis reformed, -— thar ſuch a drun- 
kard, ſuch a ſwearcr, ſuch acoverous man, ſuctra ſecurerwrerch is be- 
come a new man, what joy-wouldit cauſe amongthe Angelsof God > 
how would God himſelf delightinus,' andreioyce over us, and thiok 
his mercie well: beſtowed ! And therefore for your direQon alſs 
herein give.ueleags ro-2pply co this purpoſe two ortheee of the for- 
mer For $ofbg on 5: Y 3JOP- 290 3 OUR HHKY; 


Raves, 1.5203 FO 


Mac. £1 10.fothat if Jobs beche 2{oſſenger,Chrif muſt be che Lord, 
andehacinhis humiliation and obſcuriry, and yerfew were ablero en< 


let of Refor-- 


att, Iz, 
24, 


Firſt, chisyour Reſoration riuſt be univerſal, Al the wiver, and 2 Kul 


them that ave born of them; 'My beloved Chriſtians, you —_ deale 
regret? | bog Jauhfody-in reforming your ſelves and your families, 
i. you aske mehow far ? 7 twill anſwer you onely thus; « you 
idhave the Parkawent toreforme above:  fodee you veferme below, 
in whac exteng andlacieude, you would have the Church reformed,and 
I I pany 


ab 
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Church you would not have the Mafſe of Jdolatry anc Poperyonly 
| caſiout, butthe ſmaller ware of Rowsfh trumperies and Ceremonies 
aboliſhed, you would not have Charch. tyrants paretonely, and lows: 
red,and maderated, but pail'dnp bythe very roots ; Nowthen do you 
chus every ont in his own ſtation, driw God (as I may (ay) a plat. form 
and a wodell of che reformation you would have above, in your owne 
domeſtique and perſonall reformetions ; with what meaſure you meer 
ſhall be meeredto you again; content not your ſelves with /imvited fin, 
and eyoderated fu, butlabour for the very extirperion of fin,/ pill it up 
by the reees, let nothing facisfie thee bur the very. doarh corrAp= 
tions the deſtraftien of thatbody of frm, which thou carrieſtabout thee, 
Abſtainmt onlyfcom great firur from ſmall fn, yea from the very «p- 
pearance of (in, and the God of peace ſantlific you wholy ,and 1 pray God 
that your whole ſpirit, ſonle and body may br hype blameleſſe nnto the 
2 Tel: fe omingef any Lord loſe Clarif oo 0 6 
2 Rulls. Secondly, ic maſt be dond acpording 19rbe Law, Take the Word my 
brethren,and lay it before you, compare your felyes with it, and con+ 
forme your ſelves roir, doenotexamine andreform your ſclyes by the 
world, but by: the word 3 conſider nor whac other mert doe, bur what | 
the ru'cisthey and you ſhoukd doe. The Apoſtle binmſelf will ror fue | 
fer Chriftisns ro follow bim, wichout a limitation, which is ſo firve &- a 
be follows Chrift, 1-Cor. 11:1. Bee follower: of me, av 1 un of Chriſt, | | 


if you find him nos fo/jowing Chriſt, he does entreat you wor tv follorw- 
$4 hin, make no mans pactern,no not the beſt, the univerſall prefident for 
q yo ur praRiſe 5; ſay with Drerud, Thy word tr a lawyunto my fact, and 1 
M Pſ119.150 a light wnto mypathns, conſider not what the world will cortimend, 
Z but what the word doth command, and lay thou in thy aRions, in 
thy words, in thy verythoughts, che Bird. boare-we ont in this, 
will lefwe Ghrift take this kindly as my bande 4. on nth 
. Thirdly, your reformation muſt be.done'by\Odvenidr! chit wi © 
ſexveyou fora be arwell as a <reop, i fyby whuld betbiiftinranyy. \ 
faichfull in your. reformarion, | be-froquort tn renetivy ont Cororant -. 
with God, toke the Propher David for your putters, whoniyou ſhatl 
find nor onely rejaloing, Pal. m19..3.8, 1 w/lprajythee With up. 1... 
rightveſſe, I will keep thy Statutes, 1 will meditate in thy precepry 1 V 
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plied (as conceive)not onely in their #jorvery, but in'their repertrions ; 
he bound himſelfowrrand over 2gaih to God, by renuing his yows 


which he laid upon his head, and waſked. under his vows asunder fo 
many exgagements and obligations;* yen ,- you have him notonely 
voming oc jreaingeoo, fa £19: YO. heve fro dud wilper- 
forme 11; that Twill keep thy rightrous juugerents.. Goethou and doe 
likewiſe,thy yow madc in Baptiſine, and repeated finceatthe Table of 
God, renue it again and again, between God,and chine owne ſou}. 


. T, but 1 have broken my vowes ſo often, and my peace with ObjeZ. 


chem, thar-1dare;yvow \no more, teſt ſhould gaia. nothing by: ir, 
butro addeperwieto my finne,” © * i 2 q Jah! 133 iN ive 


Iris ſadnewesthou telleft, but ſuch'as Tfear the moſt are guilty off fu/w. 


burrellme, thou frequenteſt dayes of humiliation? yes; thou doft re- 
pair tothe Lords Table, yes;every month'I wiffe nora Sacrament-.day: 
know then Chriftian, that every du 4 hamtilietion,and pry reac 
to Gods table, is fokmnrenuing of thy yowand covenatit wi God; 
thou doeſtit virtwalh,and by interpretation, though thou doeft ic not 
formally and in expreſſe lavguage : [fyecallon the Father who with- 
ont re ſpelt of perſons judgeth all men according to his work paſſe the time 
of ACA; iy frar.. Prayer and every holy duty is anin- 
gagement to an holy converſation; In prayer we give met be co 
as 
on Gods ſide «ſealof big love tothe beleever, ſo on the beleeyers fide, 
the/ea/& oathof his obedience to God:a Chriſtian as oft as he xeceiverh 
the Lords Supper doth nes Foy and ſwear by the body and 
blood of Te(pu Chriſt togive up himielf to God, in all/e "deniall, and 
well-pleaſmp. T7 © 040 2415's 4 i691 
Now oaual/Coneditnt do bind us as wellas expreſſes and dffSnt; 
for as Divines ſay, there is a ſecret compat? with the divel, whereby 
a—_ aman ſpeak never a word, yet Wentlyhe may give his foulro 
the Divel(asifone uſe che geſtures, qnd ceremonies, and'ationg of 
Witchesand Conjarery for the proddcing of fuch 'and ſuch effects, 
chougbnot with adiftin& purpoſe rogive away his ſoulto the Dive!, 
hedoth virtuaHy and ſecretlycomraft with him:) fo on the other fide 
whoeverdraws necr to God in theſe ſolemn 'duries, eſpecially the 
Sacrament, doth by interpretation give up and bind bjafelf oyer to 
reque thy yowes and covenant _ Gvd, 'why arc not thouas” 
| A all 
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Bur you will lay, # & better wort to vom then net to pay, Ecclef, «.. 

Tha! is ſpoken of indifferent things, which are io 4 rechans pn 
and power, asincaſe of freewillofferings;- bere indeed better norco 
vowehen nIt.to pays Dit in.wor things, whereunto the law of God 
doth bind us, thougb. we. bind not our ſelves, we arefor the N 
ning of our obedientiall reſolutions, whet"erit be in the.refifting of 
fin,or the Keeping our ſelves cloſe to Godin the duties of holinefle,aud 
the holineſſe of converſation, oftento renue our yows and Coycnants 
with Ged; my reaſon is, becauſe a man is bound to uſe all means co 
bringhe hearrandfife co as neer a conformity withthe will of God, 
asis poſſible, and rherefore if therenuiog of our Covenantbe'a means 
ſanQificd by Gods own appointment for thispurpole, it isnoc lefrar: 
.bitrary.to us wharto doe inthismatter.. . . , | 


- © The heartslike a peece pf grand, bordering, uponthe Sex ſide, 


richly worth the keeping, burliable rothe inundations of wany Seas of 
corruptions ard temptations; 'vowes and Covenants are a Chriflians 
walls and. banks to refilt choſe fierce afſaulcs, and though ſome ſpring- 
tides. of boyſterous cemprations ſhoufd break over thoſe banks, yet a 
Chriſtian is Þound Bill roxenve.and rept the fences, that the heart 
may not. lye under a deluge of fi1,and foperiſhtoereroity,,....... 
Butaw I covow that which is not. in mypower to performe > can 
any mayyow and promiſe toGod he wiilneyer finneagain > 
Lanſwer, firſtthere be indeed ſome finnes that are inward and fp- 
ritgal, which are not in our power.to withland,3s /uddewpaſſioy; the 
rifingsand bubblings of ſcorer corruption; AiiraFien. in. holy dutics ; 
row chough a Chriſtian cannot yow, he willnever be paſſionate any 
mare, or nevet be diſtraQted in any duty again, yethe may.yow.and 
coyenant with God to keep a firier watch: over his paſſions, tolook 
more narrowly to bis thoughts ;. therefore refolye 70 keep thy beare 
with all Pecos. | ©; b/ EEUEYESTH Q! 1 
: Sond for other 6xternel fins, as deuateonglſe, and adultery, 
and Sabbath breaking, . or whac elſe hr is which doth moſt eafilybes 
a man, he is bound. firengthen himſelf againſt their. encounters by 


laying new engagements of yowes.and covenants upon. his own ſoul 
neverto.commit thera aggine., + 

Thirdly, at cata mans boundto vow againſitheoceafonr,that do 
betray and ircymyent him. tothe commitring of ſuch and ſuch finues, 
Ye! 38 __ S: in 
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ae cools the places," the company whereby he hath been nated 
and taken, :rothe wounding of the Goſpels honour, andhisowne 
peace, andto promiſe ro God more: care and circumſpeRion ja his 


walling. - | NATO THI 197 
Fourrhly zhough breach of Covenantbe a grea: fnne;* yerthere.is 
mercie for that as well as for other {Hines againſt che law of God; ! 2be 
blowd of the (ovenant is of power to expiate the gwilt of the Covenant. 
And befides, I conceive (under correQion ) thar every failing and 
fonne after Covenant is not a formall breach of Covenant, 'as long as a 
man is willing toowne the Covenanc, andto tandeoitashicowniRt. 
and deed, as David faith, 1 haue ſworn and will performit, that 1 will 
keep thy rightrons judgements, Pal, 1 19.106, IThave ſworn, David. 
had entred into the Covenant long betore, and ſea/edit with an oth, 
andnow he looks upon it again,. and owns it, / will performs it; asif 
ho ſhouldſay,thisisthe Covenantmade wich God, 8: [donor repent 
, of ir,if ir werero do againe, ] would doit, I will Rand to it, as long;as 
,breathisin my body ;; 1haveſworn, and 1 will perform it, that | will 
keep thy [ndgements, Now though Devid after this oath, might fall 
incofione, and poſſibly the ſame finagainſt which he hadgworn (ſup- 
poſe that fin of lying,againſt which be prayerh ſo earneſtly, Pſal.r19. 
» 295) yet I doe not conceive he can be properly ſaid ro have broken Hp 
6 & the Covenanc, 'inas wuch as notwithſtanding all his failings and fal- SE 0 
lings,yethe is conſciencionſiy reſolved-ro ftandtoir,and tomaks it good: he 
| tothe utmoſt of createdvature and renued grace, I ſhould therefore: F 
rather chuſe co call ic a-:refafſe againſithe Covenant, thena breach: 
 . The Covenantis thenproperly broken, when a man finding himſelf Re, 
hamperedand ſhackled with his vowes, will vow xo ayere,that he may i 
 Gwne the more freely ; and thereforetake heed it benot the love of ſine 
rather then thefeey of periuyy, that keeps thee from renuing thy Coye- 
| - nant with Godtbe humbled for what is paſt labour to breek thy bearer” 


4» 


for breaking thy Covenant ; abhor thy (cif induſt and aſhes, and if 
thou becſi afraid to breakthe Covenant, benor afraid co meke it, Fear 
notto whe ie, butmeke it in fear and trembling... Bur rememiberco 
pe make thy Coyenant at Chrifts fees, confider in whoſe firength chou 
muſt wake and keopthe Covenant,' andtherefore doe not onely labour- 
to wake thy Covenant w.Chrift,  butlabour to go into the Covenant 
| ich Chrid ,thou wilt never ER” 5. till thou tin Covenants * 
£4 Ons 


—__ ———— __——_— 


The ſecond Sermon. 


:, Owt of the x Arke ( iv Noahs floud ) there was no/a/uation, I make 
no.queſiion,in that univerlall deluge there was many could ſwim well, 
yet wo man conld ſave himſelf by ſwimming, though peradyenturehe 
could ſwim an houre, or ewo,or three, yet he could notout-ſwim the 
floud,” butat _ tired,” and ſpentto the laſt drop of firength and 
ſpirits, muſt needs fink and periſh , vnely inthe Acke there was life and 


ty. | 
The whole world faith the Apoſile, Poſes 6 iu maligne, lies as ic 
were in a deluge of ſine, and corruption, 1 Joh. 5.19. thetc isno ſafety 
by ſwimming ,a man cannot out-ſwim the dive], thaugh be may for a 
day,ortwo,or more or lefſe, upon ſome pangsand conyulfion ofcan- 
{ienc:,ſome apprehenfions of the wrath and terrour of God, abſtain 
from and ſuſpend ſome aQts of fin. n 
The Apolile tels us,that the dived takes naturall men captive at bis 
, I Tim. 2.26. the divel may leta man ſwim a ſiroak or tivo, 
(or ,) from him by ſome morall reſolucions and endeavours, but he 
ims after preſently, overtakes him, and brings him back again ar bis 
ee ves] therefore be warned by Gods Neeb's, fly into the Arke, 
defirethe Lord Jeſus tobe mercifullunto thee, and to take thee.inro 
the ark, the covenant of hife and grace; Chriſt is the fountain of life, and 
ſalvation, P/al. 36.9. with thee is the well- ſpring of life; ſee therefore 
and be convinced, ofthy need of a Chrifi, nota perdening Chrift only, 
but a ruling, a geverning, « teaching Chriſt, viQtorie over fin,as wellas 
pardon of {in,muſt be ferchedfrom the bloud of the Covenant, Heb. 
9s 1.4. How much more ſhall the bloodof Chriſt, who through the eter 
nall ſptrit offred himſel{e without ſpot to God, purge your conſcience: frons. 
azad works to ſervethe living God;here is purging, and not onlyfrom 
the guile of fin, but from the ſainand filth of finne, for obferye, ] 
beſeech you, | | O OEETTIED 
Firſt, it is a parging of the conſcience from dead workes, not from 
kiling feares ovly and accuſations, but from deed works, works thar 
argue a manto bedead in ſinnes and treſpaſſes; and ſecondly, itis a 
pusging, that fits a man to ſerve the hving Ged, not only a par 
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; The ſtrond Sermon; 
Fa EEE En =, 
tion; dead conſciences cannot ſerve aliving God, an impure cory. 
ſcjeoce cannor ſerve a pure and holy God : Now both theſe purping 


cc 


Euth ſet openfor Inidab and Ternſaltin to waſh in from: ſin and fugno it 
chabnjfe rventhieblondef Tefrn Chriſt wrhthrough the erernall Spi- 
ritoffered hirpftifero God, And therefore ro' Chriſt, to Chriſt cowne 
efoon nd dang ( with the Apoſtle, Phil. 3.8.9.) that thou 
_ ieſt get bi, him, and know the paweyof his Refwrreff3on, and he 
Jaton fp oPileTaflgs'thar vn mai be coft-mableto bid anc, 
if you Will bethe people of mhoniGod ſafes in J/ui, 63 8:Swrely 
ole ont er will nor the: that /o be way b+ your Suuviut. 
Te Chit 15 you, unt geup your elves Crit, 7y fbſu 
t Zin Loeping Covenant Oh Chriſt mult iffire flom the” flnebſwl- 
ſelf Cbrihr gwen with thee: /.0 nn 7 
. Folinthly, {tg cohcolde in.3 word )iBisrefortuation ruſt $0 Paduy, 
Now; Now therefore letus make, vc. hd Thewaroft' 'Bane,there 
Was no delay about this buſinefld; Now therefore 062 you neither - 


F 
-vy 


think of avy more de/ayes,and bereafters and ty mor milirin yourper 

ſonall and dometicall Reforihadibris, if Re RT | 
, Why notnow? 1 miy fpeak th yous Pharudhy ſerranes edit, 
» Exed, 10.7. How long ſballtheſe men be 4 ſnare unto qo png 20 
| f thownot yet, that Egypt « deffroyed : So may 1 ſay unto thee, 


how long ſhall theſe and theſe luſts be « ſnare wato thee, how long 
ſhall thy drunkennefſe,thy worldlineſſe,thy pride,be « /nare wntorhee, 
leethy hs e, give them a bill of divorce,and ſendthem away;knon- 

- eftthoiſnot, that Fngland # areneſf teffroyert; 
chy fin hath almoſt undonethe whole Nation? knoweſt thou notthat- 
thy /on/ is almoſt defrojed, has not thy luſt darkwed thy Tndgement, 


bardened thy heart, ſearedthy. almoſt /aid thy /ow/ weft, 
; like a barren wilderneflſeFoh Bo Itthy fin be aiſnare to thee, 


10 day, to day, if you will beare bi voice ,to day, to day, heare the voice 
of God; it isthree times inculcated in Heb, the 3. and the reaſon is 
iven in the 13 .verle, left au of you be hardened through the deceive 
| wy © of bn, where you havecxprefta double danger of delay. 
' I. That fin & decerving, and 2; That that deceiefulueſſy is of an bar- 
dening nature, left any of you be hardened through the deceirfulneſſe 
fin, Man gets nothing by his deferring of his Reformation & Con- 
verfion toGod,but the venturing ofthe of his hearragainſt | 
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ofthe Copſcjence from dead works muſt be in the Foantasn God Zech.rg.. 


bw have dconcerninge,ue Sſeraborother ing him,# 
Kt Vibes bdver fo long ing? why ſtay the wheeler of bis charet "7 
would not ſtay long f or. publike reforming of your grieyances; lex 
| Raydong for the perſooall reforming of your. aſl ſy 
Uw tuo Cor. 6.3» Now. jc 
9 = 1s 4 


Ih he eophatic of Hateh, and ſpoken by G | edeemer, 
- 8.Thw ſich the Thin opulncbr Pry aa 
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